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PREFACE. 
a HERE are a ſort 0 
nan aha 
- Spirits, Who acconnt 

» all Diſcourſes needleſs. that 

* are not for their particular 

: purpoſes ; and judge all the 
2 World to be of the S1ze;, and 
* Genius of thoſe within the 
* Circle of their Knowledee, 
* and Acquaintance : ſo that 
* with apert and pragmatical 
*Inſolence, they cenſure all 
:the braver Deſigns,and No- 
tices that lie beyond their 
Ken, as nice and imperti- 
A 3 nent 
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Preface, 
nent Speculations. e An ig- | 
norant, and proud Injuſticez | 
as if this ſort were the only © 
perſons, Whoſe humour, and © 
deeds ſhould be conſulted, 
And hence it comes to paſs, © 

+ that the greateſt and wor-* | 

” thieſtrhimnegs that arewritten, © 1 
or ſaid,do alwayes meet with | * 
the moſt general negle&t,and? 1 
ſcorn; /mce the little people l c 
for whom they were "not 1n- 0 
tended, are quick to ſhoots z 
their bolt , and to condemnt, 
What they do not underſtand, ;Þ 

and becauſe they do not gti 

IF bereas on- the other fide gt! 

thoſe that are able to jadge WP} 

and 
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Preface. 

. | and would incourage, are 

, | commonly reſervd and mo- 

y © deſt, zn paſding judgments ; 

d © or, if they ſhould endeavour 

, todo be to things that are 
© Worthy , they are ſure tobe 

- © out-voiced by the rout of ig- 
;, norant contemners, *Upon 
hi which accounts I have often 
di thought , that he that conrts 
le® and values popular eftmmati- 
1-0, takes not the right way, 
ot. zf 'be endeavour at any thing 
nnathat is really excellent : but 
d, he muſt tudy the little plau- + 
of, Hibilities , and accomodate 
de tbe humour of the MANY, 
26.0 are active Miniſters of 
111d A4 Fame: 
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. ONS) lde/re they would 


_ - Preface, * 
Fame; being 'zealous , and 
loud 22 therr applauſes, as! 
theyare clamorous and im-# - 
petuous z# therr oppoſiti-® - 

4 ons, As for theſe, 'trs one of &; \. 
my chief cares to make my} © 
ſelf as much unconcernd at ' 
their cenſures, as I am at the ® 
cacklings of 4 Flock of | 
Geeſe, or at the eager diſ-} 
pleaſnre of thoje little ſnarl-® : 

| 


+ ing Animals, that are angry |3 + 


when 1 paſs by them, And} 
Gf that may ſrenfe any thing Þ 
to keep them from troubling \; | 
themfelyes abont the follow-\; 
ms CONSI DERATE 


take 


_ Preface. "OR 
take notice from me, that I + 
| Writ not thoſe things for ſuch 

* asthey; and they Will do' 
-# Well to throw up the Book 
f ©: pon this Advertiſement, 
yk except they will ſtay to hear, 
£8 That though Philoſophical 
e# Diſcourſes to juſtifie the 
f ® common belief about W it- 
"# ches, are nothing at all to 

7 them, or thoſe of their mea- 

; ſure; yer they are too ſea- 

# ſonable, and neceſlary for 
our Age, inWhich Atheiſm + 
3 zo begm in Sadduciſm. And 
thoſe that dare not bluntly 
-K ſay, There is NO GOD, 
18 content themſelves , ( for a 
e fan 
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Frence,. 
- farr ſtep, and Introduction) ll z 
to deny there are SPIRITS, | / 
or W I T CHES. Which®:; 
ſort of Infidels, though they?) . 
are not ordinary among, the. 
- meer vulgar, yet are they | 
numerous 1 a little higher « 
rank of underſtandings. Andy) 
thoſe that know any thing, of © 
the world now, T hat moſt of © ; 
the looſer Gentry , andthe « 
little pretenders to Philoſo- © | 
phy and Wit, are.general- © ; 
ly deriders of the belief of ®, 
Witches, and Apparitions. © 
 eAnd were this a ſlight or ® 
meer ſpeculatroe- miſtake , I F1 
(hould not tronble my ſelf, or 
them 


7 *  Pretace. 
them about it, But I fear 
| this error hath a core 1n it 
b® that is worſe than Hereſie : 
2Y8 And therefore how little 
7e® foever I care What men be- 
2y|© lieve, or teach in matters of 
rh opinion, I think 1 have rea- 
da ſon to be concern in an af- 
of ® farr , that toucheth ſo near 
of ® 1pon the greateſt intereſis of 
e ® Religion, And really I am 4- 
- © foniſht ſometimes tothink in- 
I-* to What a kinde. of Age we 
of ® are fallen , in which ſome of 
S, F the greateſt 1mpieties are 
wr 3 accounted but Buggs , and 
I $ terrible Names , inviſible 
r © Titles, Priccadillo's or Chi- 
n meras, 


Preface, '" 
mera's. T he ſadand greateſto| 
mnflances, are SAC RI-Nt 
LEDGE, REBE L4® 
LION, and VVIICH-2 
CRAFT, For the two for-j 
mer, there are a ſort of men ha! 
(that are far from bemg, pro-t 
feſt enemies to Religion Who, Bb: 
I do not know Whether they 
own any ſuch vices. Viet 
finde no mention of them in 
their moſt particular Con- 
fellions, zor have 1 obſerved 
them in thoſe Sermons that 1 
haye contained the largeſt | 
Catalogues of the Sins of 
our eAece, and NV ation. 
'T'were dangerous to ſneak 


of 


'" Preface. 
Pot them as fins. for fear who 
-Fhould be found guilty. 
-*But my buſmeſs at preſent 1s 
-*210t with theſe,þrut the other, 
-VITCHCRAFT, which 1 
ham ſure was a Sindf elder 
times: and how comes it a- 
bout that this Age, Which 
o much ont-does them in all 
other 4imdecs of wickedneſs, 
ould be wholly innocent in 
his? That there MAY be 
VVITCHES and Appari- 
tons 72 our dayes , notWwith- 
Wignding the Objections of 
S&he Modern Sadduce, Ibe- 
eve 1 haye made appear 1m 
beCONSIDERATI ONS 
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Preface. 


aot primarily mtend dirett 
proof , but DEFENCE 
as the T itle of the firſt Edi 
tion, Which is reftor d 1n thi 
mentiond, But I have nog 
added. the evidence of the 


Relations of FaCt, that are 
clear and unexceptionable, | 
haye no humour nor delight 
n telling Stortes, and do not 
publiſh theſe, for the grat: 
fication of thoſe that have} 
but Irecord them as Argu 
ments for the confirmatio 
of a T ruth, which hath in 


deed been atteſled by multi 
tnacy 


< 


07" Preface; 
tudes of the like evidences in 
i all places, and times : But 
'| things REMOT E, or long 
4 paſt, are erthey not believed, 
sf 07 forgotten : Whereas theſe 
pl being freſh , and near, and 
| attended With all the cir- 
of £amflances of credibility, t 
rob may be expected, they ſhould 
i baye the more ſucceſs npon 
hf the obſtinacy of Unbelie- 
VETrsS, þ 
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| consiDeRATIONS 
F Abour 


| Witchcraft: 


Ina LETTER to | 
| Hunt , Eſquire. 


HE FREQUENT and 

WJ /ate dealings you have had in 
the Examination of Witches, 
1 and the regards of one that harh 
2a very particular honour for you , have 
| prought you the trouble of ſome C O N+- 
x LDERATIONS on the SubjeR, 
And though what I have toſay, be bur the 
areleſs and haſty produt 0 2 licting or 
B WO 3 


ng 


E Confrderations © 


'ewo'z yet hope it may afford you ſome, 


not unreaſonable , accounts of the odde 
phenomena of Witchcraft and Faſcinati- 
#2, and contribute to the DEFENCE 
of the Truth, and certatnty of matters, 
which you know by Experiments that 
could nor deceive ; in Tpite of the little 
exceptions of thoſe that are reſolved to 
believe nothing in affairs of this nature. 
AND if any thing were to be much 
admired in an Aze of Wonders , not only 
of Nature (which is a conſtant Prodiey ) 
butof Mex and Manners ; it would be to 
mt matter of Aſtoniſment, that Mew . 0- 
therwiſe witty and ingenious , are'fallen 
into the conceit that there's »o ſuch thing 
as a Witch or Apparition , bur that theſe 
are the creatures of Melancholly and Su- 
perſtition, foſter'd by ignorance and deſign; 
which , comparing the confidence of their 
disbelief with the evidence of the things 
denied, and the weakneſs of their grounds, 
would almoſt ſuggeſt, that themſelves are 
an argument of what they deny; and that 
{ſo confident an Opinion could not be held 
upon ſuch inducements, ' but by ſome kind 
of Witchcraft and Faſcination in the Fan- 
cy. And perhaps that evil Spirit, whoſe 
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about Witchcraft, 5 

's B influences they will not allow in Ations © 
aſcribed to ſuch Cauſes, hath a greater 
hand and intereſt in their Propoſition than 
they are aware of. For that ſubrilenemy 
of Mankinde (fince Providence will: not 
permit him to miſchict us withour our 
own concerrence) attempts that by ſtrata- 
gem and artifice, which he could never 
effe& by open wayes of ating; and the 
h B ſucceſs of all wiles depending upon their 
ly ſecrecy and concealment , his influence is © 
') | never moredangerow than when his agez- 
OF cis lealt ſaſpe#ed, In order therefore to 
O- | thecarrying on the dark and hidden deſigns 
el Þ hemanageth againſt our Happineſs, and 
ng | our Souls, he cannot expect ro advantage 
fe | himſelf more, than by infinuating abelef, 
u- | That there is no ſuch thing as himſelf , but 
2”; þ that fear and fancy make Devils now, as *"\ 
cit F they did Gods of old, Nor can he ever | 
gs draw the aſſent of men to lo dangerous an 
5, | afertion, while the fanding ſenſible evi- 

dences of. his exiſtence in his praftices b 
hat and upon his i»ſframents are not diſcredt- 

cld F ted andremoved. 

ind 'TIS doubtleſs therefore the intereſt of 
an- | this Agent of darkneſs to have the world 
believe, rhar the wotion i have of him 
2 i 


Mt 


4 Conſiderations 


is but a phantome and conceit ; and 1n or- 
der thereunto, That che tories of Witches, 
Apparitions , and indeed every thing that 
brings tidings of another world , are bur 
melancholick Dreams, and pious Romances. 
And when men are arriv'd thus far, to 
think there are no diabolical contratts or 
«pparitions, their belicf that there are ſuch 
Spirits, reſts only upon their Faith and 
Reverence to the Divine Oracles , which 
we have little reaſon to apprehend fo great 


 inſuch aflertors , as to command much 


from their aſſent, eſpecially in ſuch things 
in which they have corrupt intereſts a- 
gainſt their evidence. So that he that 
thinks there is no Witch, believes a Devil 
gratis, or ar leaſt upon ſuch inducements 
which he is like to finde himſelf diſpoſed 
to deny when he pleaſeth, And when 
men are arrived to this degree of d:fidence 
and #nfidelity , we are beholden to them 
if they believe either Angel, or Spirit, Re- 
ſurrefion of the Body, or Immortality of 
Souls, Theſe things hang together in,a 


Chain of connexion, ar leaſt in theſe mens 


Hypotheſis, ard 'tis but an happy chance 

if he that hath loſt one /ink, holds another, 

So that the vitals of Religion being r 
| | muc 
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much intereſled in this ſubje&, ir.will not 
be impertinent particularly io diſcourſe it, 

AND in order to the proof that there 
have been, and are unlawful confederacies 
with evil ſpirits, by vertue of which the 
belliſh accomplices pertorm things above 
their natural powers ; I muſt premiſe, 
that this being matter of Fatt , isonly ca» 
pable of the evidence -of authority and 


| ſenſe: And by both theſe, the being of 
" Wuches and diabolical contratts, is moſt 


abundantly confirm'd. All Hiſtories are 
full of the exploirs of thole Inſtruments 
of darkneſs, and the teft:mony of all Ages, 
not only of the rude and barbsrous, bur of 
the moſt civili7'd and poliſh'd world, 
brings ridings of their ſtrange performan- 
ces, We have the atteſtation of thou- 
ſands of eye and ear-witneſles , and thoſe 
not of the eaſily deceivable vulgar only, 
bur of wiſe and grave diſcerners, and that 
when no intereſt could oblige them to a- 
gree together in a common Lye: I ſay, 
we have the light of all theſe c//rumſtances 
to confirm us in the belief of things done 
by perſons of deſpicable power and know- 
ledge, beyond the reach of Art and ordi- 
nary Naiwre ; ſtanding publick Records 

| 4 8B have 


6 ( onfiderations 
have been kept of theſe well atteſted Re- 
lations, and Epocha's made of thoſe un- 
wonted events. Laws in many Nations Þ ar 
have beenenaRted againſt thoſe vile pra- ® 7» 
Riſes 3 thoſe among the Fews and our & th 
own are notorious ; ſuch caſes have been 
ofren determined near us, by wiſe and | 
reverend Fudzes, npon clear and F 
convictive evidence : and thouſands in & .T/ 
our own Nation have ſuffered death for F be 
their wile compatts with «poftate ſpirits, © fic 
All theſe I might largely prove in their ® m 
particular inſtances, butthat 'ris not need- & fa 
ful, ſince thoſe that deny the being of Þ th 
Witches , do it not out of ignorance of 
theſe Heads of Argument , of which Þ th 
probably they have heard a thouſand & T! 
times 3 But from an apprehenſion that ſuch © in 
a belief is abſurd, and the things impoſcible, K w 
And upon theſe preſumptions they -.con- ® de 
tetnn all demonſtrations of this nature,and 7? th 
are hardened againſt convition, And I 7 w 
think, choſe that can believe all Hiſtories © I | 
are Romajices , that all the wifer world 
have agreed together to juggle mankinde Þ 
into a common belicf of ungrounded fa- þ 
bles, that the ſound ſenſes of multitudes 
together may deceive them, and Laws are 


buile 
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buile upon Chymera's ; that the ould 
and wiſeſt Fudges have been Murderers, 
and the ſageft perſons Fools, or deſigning 
Impoſtors : 1 ſay, thoſe that can believe 


'& this beap of abſurdities, are either more 


credulous than thoſe whole credulity they 


reprehend, or elſe have ſome extraord:- 


| nary evidence of their perſwalion, wi, 


| That'tis abſurd and impoſiible there ſhould 


| be aWitch or Apparition, And Iam con- 
© fident, were thoſe /ittle appearances re- 
* mov'd, which men have form'd in their 


© fancies againſt the belict of ſuch things z 


their own evidence would make its way to 
mens 4ſſent , without any more arguments 
than whatthey know already to enforce it, 
There is nothing then neceſſary to be done, 
in order to the eſtabliſhing the belief I 
would reconcile to mens minds; but to en- 
deavour the removal of thoſe prejudices 
they have received againſt ir, the chief of 
which I ſhall particularly deal with 3 and 


© I begin with chat bold Aſſerrion, That 
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(I.) * th E NOTION of a Spirit & im- 

poſſible a#d contradictious, 4nd 
eonſequently ſo i that of Witches, the be- 
lief of which is founded on that Dottrine, 


Ee. em 


A —_— — — 


O WHICH OBFECTION |] an- 
| ſwer, (1) If the notion of a Spi- 
7it be ſoabſurd as is pretended , that of a 
God, and a Soul diſtini# from matter, and 


immortal, is likewiſe an abſurdity, And 
then, thatthe world was jsmbled into this 
elegant and orderly Fabrick by chance ;, and 
that our Sozls are Only paris of Matter, 
that came together we know not whence, 
nor how; and hall again ſhortly be diſ- 
ſolvd into thoſe looſe Aroms that compound 
chem: Thar all our conceptions are bur the 
thruſtiag of one part of mattcr againſt an- 
other; and the 1dea's of our mindes meer 
* blind and caſual motions : Theſe and a 
thouſand more the groſleſt impoſbibilities 
and abſurdities (conſequents of this Pre- 
Poſuion, That the notion of a Spirit is ab- 

ſurd) 


about VVitchcraft. | g 


/, ) will be ſad certainties and demonſtra- 
— E #iens. And with ſuch Aflertors I would 


ceaſe to diſcourſe about Witches and Ap- 
paritions, and addreſs my ſelf ro gbrain 
m- & their aſſent to truths infinirely more Sa- 
nd Þ cred. þ 0 
be- AND yet (2) thongh it ſhould be | mt 
ve. Þ red them, thar a ſubſtance immaterial is as 
much a contradiftion as they can fancy ; 
yet why ſhould they not believe that the 
- | Airand all the Regrons above us may have 
T2 their 7nviſible intellefFuall Agents, of na- 
"a ture like unto our Souls , be that what it +4 
nd # will; and ſome of them ar leaſt as much 
nd BÞ degenerate as the wileſt and moſt miſchie- 
Us & | vow among Men, This Hypotheſis will 
-be enough to ſecure the poſcibility of | Wit- 
r, | ches and Apparitions : andthatallthe ap- 
re, per Stories of the Univerſe are furniſh'd 
iſ- & with 1»habitanrs, *tis infinitely reaſonable 
xd | to conclude from the analogy of Nature ; 
he Y Since we ſee there 4s nothing ſo contem- 
n- _ and vile in the world we reſide in, 
ut hath irs living creatures that dwell up- 
a # onit; the Earth, the Water, the inferi- 
es our Air; the Bodies of Animals, the fleſb, 
'0- # the s&4n, the enrrails ; the leaves, the 
roots, the talks of Yegetables ; yea, and 
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all kinde of Minerals in the ſubterraneoms 
Regions : 1 fay, all theſe havetheir proper 
Inhabitants ; yea, I ſuppoſe this Rule 
- may hold in all diſtin kindes of bodies in 
the world, Thas they have their peculiar 
' Animals, The certainty of which I be- 
lieve the improvement of microſcopical ob- 
\ ſervations will diſcover, From whence 
I infer, That fince this little ſpot is ſo thick- 

ly peopled in every Atome of it, 'tis weak- 
| neſs ro think that all the vaſt ſpaces above, 
and hol/ows under ground , are deſert and 
#ninhabited, And if both the ſuperiour 
and lower Continents of the Univerſe have 
cheir inhabitants alſo, *ris exceedingly ims- 

rebable, arguing from the ſame analogy, 


that they are all of the meer ſenſible na- 
ture, but that there are ar leaſt ſome of 


;. the Rational and TIntileFual Orders, 


Which ſuppoſed, there is good foundati- 
on for the belicf of Witches and Apparitt- 
ens, though the notion of a Spirit (hould 
prove as abſurd and wnphilsſophical, as 1 
judge the denyal of ir. And fo this firſt 
ObjeRion comes to nothing. I deſcendthen 
to the ſecond Prejudice , which may be 
thus formed in behalf of the 0bjedFors. 


II, THERE 
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(II,) HERE ARE Actions in moſt 

of thoſe Relations aſcribed 10 
Witches, which are ridiculous and imipoſ- 
ſidle i» the nature of things 3 ſuch are (1) 
their flying out of windows, after they 
have anointed themſelyes , to remote \pla- 
ces, (2) Their transformation into Cats, 
Hares , and other Creatures. (3) Their 
feeling all the hurts in their ewn bodies, 
which they have received in theſe.(4) Their 
raiſing Tempefts, by mattering ſome u0n- 
ſenſical words , or performing ſome little 
ridiculous ceremonies. And (5) their being 
ſuck'd i» 4 certain private place of their 
bodies by 4 Familiar, Theſe 4re preſumed 
tobe attions inconſiſtent with the nature ' of 
Spirits, and above the powers of thoſe poor 
and miſerable Agents, And therefore the 
Objefion ſuppeſeth them performed only 
by the fancy 5 and that the whole myſtery 
of Witchcraft is but ay illuſion of craſie 


imagination, 


BUT 


12 -  Confiderations 


UT to this 0bje&:or I return, (1) in 

the general, The more abſurd and wn- 
accountable theſe ations ſeem, rhe great- 
er confirmations are they to me of the truth 
of thoſe Relations, and the reality of what 
the 0bjefors would deſtroy. For theſe 
circumſtances being exceeding wnlikely, 
judging by the meaſures of common be- 
lief, 'tisthe greater probability they are 
not fidtFitiows ; For the contrivers of Filti- 
015 uſe to form them as near as they can 
conformably to the moſt unſuſpetted reali- 
ties, endeavouring to make them look as 
like truth as is poſſible in the main ſuppeſals, 
though withal chey make them ſtrange in 
the circumftance, None but a fool or mad- 
man would relate with a-purpoſe of having 
it believed, that he ſaw in Ireland , Men 
with hoofs on their heads, and eyes in their 
breaſts ; or, if any ſhould be ſo ridicu- 
 louſlyvain, as to be ſerious in ſuch an #- 
credible Romance, it cannot be ſuppoſed 
that all Travellers that come into thoſe 
parts after him ſhould tell the ſame ſtory, 
- =» is large field in fion; andif all 
thoſe Relations were arbitrary compoſuti- 
ons, 
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ons, doubtleſs the firſt Romancers would 
have framed them more agreeable to |the 
common doctrine of, Spirits ; at leaſt, af- 
ter theſe ſuppoſed abſurdities had been a 
thouſand times laugh'd ar, people by this 
time would have learn'd to corre& thoſe 
obnoxions extravagancies 5 and _—_ 
they have not yet more werac'ty than t 
Ages of Tgnorance and Superſtition ,: yet 
one would expe& they ſhould have! got 
more cunning. This ſuppos'd impoſlrbility 
then of theſe performances, ſeems ro mea 
probable argument-that they are not wiltul 
and deſigned forgeries. And it they are 
Fancies, tis ſomewhat firange that Ima- 
gination which is the moſt various thing 
inall the world, ſhould infinitely repeat the 
ſame conceit in all times and places. 
BUT again (2) the ſtrange Actions re- 
lated of Witches, and preſumed impoſſible 
are not aſcribed to their own powers 5 but _ 
to the Agency of thoſe wicked Confede- 
rates they imploy : And to affirm that thoſe 
evil ſpirits cannot do that which we con- 
ceit impoſſible, is boldly to tint the pow- 
ersof Creatures , whoſe natures and fa- 
culties we know npt + and to meaſure the 
world of ſpirits by the narrow rules of our 
| own 
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own impotent beings, We ſee among our 


ſelvesrhe performances of ſome our- go the 
conceits and poſſibiliries of others ; and w 
know many things may be done by the 


Mathematicks, and Mechanick Artifice WC 


which common heads think i»poſsible to 
be effected by the honeſt wayes of Art and 
Nature, And doubtleſs the ſubtilties and 


, 
D 
( 


powers of thoſe miſchievous Fiends are 
as much beyond the reach and aivitie EC 
of the moſt knowing Agents among us, as" 


theirs are beyond the wit and ability of the 
moſt ruſtick and iUiiterate ;, So thatthe ut- 
moſt that any mans reaſon inthe world can 
amount to inthiF particular , is only this, 
that he cannot conceive how ſuch things 
can be performed ; which only argues the 
weakneſs and imperfeftion of our know- 
ledge and apprehenſions, not the impoſeibi- 
lity of thoſe performances ; and we can 
no more from hence form an argument 


againſt tbem,than againſt che moſt ordine-i 


ry effetts in Nature, We cannot conceive 
how the Fetus is form'd in the Womb , nor 
as much as how a Plant ſprings from the 
Earth wertread On ; we know not how our 
Souls move the Body, nor how theſe diſt amt 
and extream natures arc wnited: And if 


we 
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zueliwe are #2n0rant of the moſt ebviows thin 
theſFabourt us, and the moſt conſiderable wit! 
welftour ſelves, 'ris then no wonder that 'we 
thefknow not the conſtitution and powers ofithe 
Fre Creatures, to whom we are ſuch rangers, 
Briefly then , matters of fatF well projed 
{Fought not to be denied, becauſe we cannot 
onceivehow they can be performed. Nor 
is it a reaſonable merhodof inference, firſt 
ties eo preſame the thing impoſſible, and thence 
- a0 conclude that the fat? cannot be proved, 
the On the contrary, we ſhould judge of rhe 
ur-$4Fion by the evidence, and nor the evi- 
can8dence by the meaſares of our fancies abour 
his, Mebe 42:0, This is proudly to exalr our 
nes ſown opinions above the cleareſt teſtimo- 
thef@»ics, and moſt ſenſible demonſtrations of 
ow-W47: and foto give the Lye toall Man- 
ind, rather than diſtruſt the little concerts 
of our bold imaginations, But yet further, 

(3) I THINK there is nothing in the 
#nſtances mention'd , bur what may as well 


14: 
ivelIÞe accounted for by the Rules of Reaſon 
nor $212d Philoſophy, as the ordinary affairs of 


Nature, For in reſolving natural Pheno- 
mena, we can only aſlign the probable | 
Lint (cauſes, ſhewing how things may be , not. 


4 iffprcſuming how they are, And in the par- 
we ticulars 
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ticulars under our Examen, we may give 
__— how 'tis poſſible , and not wn- 

ely, that ſuch things (though ſomewhat 
varying from the common rede of Nature) 
may be a&ted. And it our narrow and 
contracted mindes can furniſh us with ap- 
rehenſions of the way and manner of 
fuch performances , though perhaps not 
the true ones, *tis an argument that ſuch 
things may be effc&ed by creatures, whoſe 
powers and knowledge are ſo vaſtly ex- 
ceeding ours. I ſhall endeavour therefore 
briefly ro ſuggelt ſome things that may 
render the poſs:bility of theſe pertorman- 
ces conceivable, in order to the removal 
of” this 0bjefFion, that they are contradi- 
tions and impoſiible. | 

FOR the Fizſt then, That the confede- 
rate Spirit ſhould tranſport the Witch 
through the Air to the place of general 
Rendrzveus, there is no difficulty in con- 


ccivingit.z and if that be true which great 


Philoſophers affirm concerning the real 
ſeparability of the Soul from the Body with: 
our death, there is yer leſs ;, for then 'tis 
calteto apprehend , that the Soal, having 
left irs groſs and ſluggiſh Body behinde it, 
and being cloath'd oaly wich its immediate 

- wehicht 
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vehicle of Air, or more ſubiile matter, \ 
may be quickly conducted to any place it | 
would be at, by thoſe effcious Spirits that | 
attend ir. And though 1 adventure toaf- | 
firm nothing concerning the truth and cer- 
raifity of this ſuppoſition, yet I mult needs 
ſay, it doth not ſcern to me nvreeſonable, 
And our experience of Apoplexies , Epi- 
lepfies, Extaſies , and the ſtrange things 
men report to have ſeen during thoſe de- 
liquiums, look favourably upon this con- 
jefture , Which ſeems to me to contra- 
dit no principle of Reaſen or Philoſophy x, 
fince Death conſitts not ſo much in the 
attual ſeparation of Soxl and Body, as in 
the 1ndiſpoſition and unfitneſs of the Body 
for vital union, as an excellent Philoſopher 
hath made good. On which Hypotheſis, 
the Witches anointing her {clt betore ſhe 
takes her flight , may perhaps ſerve to 
keep the Body tenantable , mn fic diſ- 
pefition to receive the Spir'e at its return. 
Theſe things, I ſay , we may conceive, 
though I athirm nothing abour them ; and 
there is nothing in ſuch conceptions but 
what hath been own'd by men of worth 
and name , and may ſcem fair and 4r- 
conntable enough to thoſe who judge not 

C altO- 
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altogether by the meaſures of the pops- 
lace, and cuſtomary opinion, And there's 
a ſaying of a great Apoſtle that ſeems to 
countenance this Platonick opinion 1 
what is the meaning elſe of that ex- 
preſſion : [Whether in the body or out of 
the body 1 cannot tell] except the Soul may 
tbe ſeparated from the body without death ; 
which if ir be granted poſsible, *ris ſuffici- 
ent for my purpoſe. And 

(2.) The Transformations of Witches 
into the ſhapes of other Animals, upon 
the ſame ſ#ppoſal is very conceivable, ſince 
then 'ris ealie enough to imagine , thar the 
Power of imagination may form thoſe paſ- 
five and pliable wehicles into thoſe ſhapes, 
with more caſe than the fancy of the Mo- 
ther can the ſtubborn matter of the Fears 
 1n the womb, as we ce it frequently dorh 

inthe inſtances thar occur of Signatures 
and monſtrous Singwularitiesz and perhaps 
ſomerimes the confederate Spirit puts tricks 
upon the ſenſes of the ſpetFators , and 
thoſe ſhapes are only i!luſtons. 

BUT then (3.) when they feel the 
harts in their groſs bodics, that they re- 
ceive in their atery vehicles , they muſt be 
ſuppoſed ro have been really _ - 

A 
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leaſt in theſe latter ; and 'tis no more dif- 
ficult to apprehend how the hurts of thoſe 
ſhould be tranſlated upon their other bo- 
dies, then how diſeaſes ſhould be 1nflitFed 
by the. imagination , or how the fancy of 
the Mother ſhould wound the Fetus, as [e- 
veral credible relationsdo atteſt. 

AND (4.) for their raiſing ſtorms and 
zempeſts, they doitnor, be (ure, by their 
own, but by the power of the Prince of the 
Air, their friend and allie ; and the Cere- 
* monies that are enjoyn'drhem, are doubt- 
leſs nothing elſe but 4ntertainments for 
_ their imaginations, and are likely defign'd 
to perſwade them that they do theſe ſtrange 
things themſelves, 

AND (laſtly) for their being ſ#c#'d by 
' the Familiar, 1 ſay (1) we know (0 little 
of the nature of Demons and Spirits, that 
'tis no wonder we cannot certainly divine 
the reaſon of ſo ſtrange an aRion. And 
yer, (2) we may conjecture at ſome things 
that may render it leſs iz»probable, For 
ſome have thought that the Geni# (whom 
both the Platonical and Chriſtian Antiqui- 
ty thought embodied) are recreated by the 
reeks and yapours of humane blood , and 
the ſpirits that derive from them, Which 

C 2 ſup- 
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ſuppoſal (it wegrant them bodies) is not 
unlikely, every thing being refreſh'd and 
nourifh'd by its like, And that they arc 
not perfe&ly abſtr aft from all body and 


matter, beſides the reverence we oweto 


the wiſeſt antiquity, there ate ſeveral con-. 


ſiderable arguments I could alledze to 
render it exceeding probable, Which 
things ſuppoſed , the Devil's ſucking rhe 
Sorcereſs is no great wonder , nor dithcule 
to be accounted for. Or perhaps (3) this 
may be only a diabolical Sacrament and 
Ceremony toconfirm the helliſh covenant, 
To which 1 adde, (4) That which to me 
ſeems moſt prebable, viz That the Fami- 
tar doth not only. ſuck the Wi'ch , but in 
the aRion infuſeth ſome poiſon1ns ferment 
into her, which gives her imagination and 
ſpirits a magical tinfture, whereby they 
become mile 

word wvenefica intimates ſome {uch matter, 
Now that the imagination hath a mighty 
power in operation, is ſeenin the jult now 
mention'd S1gnatures and Diſeaſes that it 
cauſeth ; andthat the fancy is modified by 
the qualities of the blood and ſpirits, is ro00 
evident toneed proof : which things ſup- 
poſed, *is plain to conceive that the evil 


ſpirit 


bicwouſly influential : and the” 


—_ _ a ww <4. a > oo. tw a a oo Nt tr & um 


a_—_ w ' & Fl. 5 bh & 


... AA. hy I wo [} + OF "ig 


——=I—=m— —— —_2 WW —c 


about VVitchcraft, a1. 


ſpirit having breath'd ſome wile vapour in- 
rothe body of the Witch, ir may tains her 
blood and ſpirits with a noxious quality, by 
which her infeiFed imagination, heightned 
by mclancholly, and this worſe cauſe , may 
do much hurt upon bodres that are impreſ- 
fible by ſuch ifluences. And'tis very like- 
ly that this fermen: dilpoleth the imagina- 
tion of the Sercereſs to cauſe the mention» 
ed «2am, or ſepdratio» of the ſoul from 
the fody, and may perhaps keepthe body in | 
fittecmper for its re-entry 3 as alſo it may | 
facilitate transfor mation , which , it may 
be, could not be effected by ordinary and 
unaſſiſted imagination. 

Thus we fſce 'tis not ſo deſperate to 
form an apprehenſion of the manner of 
theſe odde performances 3; and though | 
they are not done the way I have deſcrib'd, 
yet what | have ſaid may help us to a con- 
cit of the poſſibility, which ſufficerh for 
my purpoſe, And though the Hypothefss 
I have gone upon will ſeem as unlikely to 
ſome, as the things they attempr ro explain 
areto others, yer I muſt delire their leave 
to ſuggeſt, that moſt things ſeem wnlikely 
(eſpecially to the coxcetted and opiniona- 
tive) at firſt propoſal ; and many great 

C3 truths 
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iruths are ftrange and improbable , till cu- 
| ftom and acquaintance have reconciled 
them to our fancies. And I'le preſume to 
adde on this occaſion, (though I love not 
to be confident in affirming ) that there is 
none of the Flatenical ſuppoſals I have 
uſed, but what I could make appear to be 
fair and reaſonable, to the capable and un- 


prejudic'd, 


he _—_——_—_ 
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uUT (IIL) 7 come to another preju- 
dice againſt the being of Witches, 
which is, That 'tis very improbable that the 
Devil who is 4 wiſe avd mighty ſpirit, 
ſhould be at the beck of a poor Hag , and 
have ſo little to do, as to attend the errands 


of the impotent luſts of a filly old woman, 


M—___ —_—— 
hy. 


O WHICH I might anſwer , (1) 
| That 'tis much more improbable that 
all the world ſhould be deceiv'd in matters 
of fa, andcircumſtances of the cleareſt 
| evidence 


© wil, who is wicked, ſhould be alſo unwiſe ; 
led Þ and chathe that per{wades all his ſubjects 
OF andaccomplicesout of their wits , ſhould | 
"XY himſelf a& like his own temprations and 
"bY perſwaſions. In brief, there is nothing 
_ more ſtrange in this objection , than thar 
be wickedneſs is baſeneſs and ſervility, and | 
_ that the Dew4l is at leaſure to ſerve thoſe_ | 
he is at leaſure to tempt , and induſtrious / 
toruin®. And again, (2) I ſee no neceffity | * 
—_ to believe that the Devil is alwayes the 
Witches confederate ; bur perhaps it may 
fitly be conſidered, whether the Familiar * 
be not ſome departed humane ſpirit , for- 
Us ſaken of God and goodneſs, and ſwallow- | 
5, ed up by the unſatiable deſire of miſchief 
be and revenge, which ' poſhbly by the laws 
t, and capacity of its ſtate it cannot execute | 
d immediately. And why we ſhould preſume 
45 that the Devil ſhould have the liberty of 
l, 
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evidence and conviction; than that the De- 


wandering up and down the Earth and | 
Air,when he 1sſaid to be held in the chains 
of darkneſs 3 and yet that the ſeparated ' 
ſouls of the wicked, of whom no ſuch. 
thing is affirm'd in any Sacred Record, 


cannor poſſibly wag from = place ofrheir | 


) 
' ſhould be thought ſo izpriſen'd, thar they | 
: 4 COR 
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_ confinement, 1 know no ſhadow of conje- 
@Qure, This conceir I'm confident hath 
prejudic'd many againſt the beliet of Wit- 
ches and Apparitiens s they not being able 
to conceive that the Dewil ſhould be ſo 
ludricous as appearing ſpirits are ſome- 
times reported to be in their frolicks ; and 
they preſume, that ſouls departed never re- 

+ viſit the free and open Regions 5 which 
confidence I know nothing to juſtifie : 
For ſince good men in their ſlate of ſepara- 
tion are {aid to be in yſiau, why the wicked 
may not beſuppoſcd to be indziwre in rhe 
worlt ſenſe of the word, I know nothing 
+ . tohelpmeto imagine, And it it be ſup- 
poſed that the Imps of Witches are fome- 
times wicked ſpirits of our own kinde and 
nature , and poſhbly the ſame that have 
t been Sorcerers and Witches in this lite : 
This ſuppoſal may give a fairer and more 
probable account of many of the ations 
of Sorcery and Witchcraft , than the other 
Hypotheſis, that they arc alwaycs Devils, 
And to this conjecture T'le adventure to 
{ubjoyn another, which allo hath its pre= 
bability, viF, (3) That 'tisnot impoſlible 
bur .chat the Familiars of Witches arc a 
wile kinde of ſpirits, of a very inferiour 
conſtitu- 
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conſtitution and nature, and none of thoſe ' 
h | that were once of the higheſt Hierarchy, 
t- | nowdegenerated into the ſpirits we call 
le BY Devils, And for my part I muſt confeſs, 
o | that1 think the common diviſion of ſpirits 
'- | much roo gereral ; conceiving it likely 


d there may be as great a variety of Intel- + | 
F leflual creatures inthe inviſible world, as 


h thire is of Animals in the wiſible + and 
that a!l the ſuperiour , yea , and inferiour 


- | Regions, have their ſeveral kindes of ſpi- 


d rits differing in their natural perfedtions, 
ſs as well as in the kinds and degrees of their | 
T depravities 3 which being ſuppoſed , *tis | 


y very probablerhar thoſe of the baſeſt and 
- meaneſt Orders are they , who ſubmit to 


d the mention'd ſervilities, And thus the 

e ſageſs and grandeur of the Prince of |: 
darkneſs need not be brought into que- - 
- ſtion. 

S CVE ' 
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. IV. 

) 

=—_— (1V) the opinion of Witches ſeems 

» 20 ſome, to accuſe Providence, and 10 


ſaggeſt that it hath expoſed Innocents 10 zhe 
fury and malice of revengeful Fiends; Jes, 
an 


Wwe 
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and ſappeſeth thoſe moſt obnoxious , for 
whom we might moſt reaſonably expect a 
more ſpecial rutelary care and protettion, 
moſt of the crnel praftices of thoſe pre- 
fum'd Inftruments of Hell, being «pon 
Children, who as they leaſt deſerye to be 
deſerted by that Providence that ſuperin- 
trends all chings, ſs they moſt need its guar- 
dian influence. 


MMC A 


LO 


O this ſo ſpecious an Objeion I 

have theſe things to- anſwer, (1) 
Providence is an wunfathomable Depth ; 
and if we ſhould not believe the Pheane- 
mens of our ſenſes, before we can recon- 
cile them to our notions of Providence, 
we mult be groſler Scepricks than ever yer 
+ was extant, The miſeries of the ovofei 
life, the une qual diſtributions of good and 
evil, the ignorance and barbarity of the 
greateſt part of mankinde, the fatal dif- 
advantazes we are all under , and the ha- 
Zard we run of being eternally miſcrable 
and undone ; theſe, 1 ſay, arethings that 
can hardly be made conſiſtent with that 
Wiſdow and Goodneſs that we are ſure hath 
made, and mingled itlelt with all logs 
n 
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And yet we believe there is a beauty and 
harmony, and goodneſs inthat Providence, 
though we cannot »nriddle it in particular 
inſtances ; nor , by reaſon of our igno- 
ranceand imperfeQion, clear it from con- 
tradifting appearances ;and conſequently, 
we ought not to deny the being of Witches 
and Apparitions, becauſe they will create 
us ſome difficulties in our notions of Pro- 
vidence. But to come more cloſe, (3) 
Thoſe that believe that Infants are Heirs 
of Hell, and Children of the Dewil as ſoon 
as they are diſcloſed to the world , cannor 
certainly offer ſuch an objeion 5 for 
what is a little rrifling pain of a moment, 
trothoſe eternal tortures, to which, it they 
die as ſoon as they are born, according to 
the tenour of this Do@rine, they are ever- 
laſtingly expoſed ? But however the calc 
ſtands as to that, 'tis certain, (3) That 
Frovidence hath not ſecur'd them from 
other violencesrhey are obnoxious to,from 
cruelty and accident; and yet we accule /t 
not when a whole Townfal of 1nnecents 
fall a Yittimto the rage and ferity of bar- 
barous executioners in wars and Maſſacres, 
To which I adde (4) That 'cis likely the 
miſchief is not ſo often done bythe evil ſpi- | 
ris | 


A® 
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rit immediately, but by the maliznant in- 
fluence of the Sorcereſs , whoſe power of 
hurting conliſts inthe fore-mention'd fer... 
ment, Which is infuſed into her by the Fa- 
miliar, So that I am apt to think there 
may be a power of real faſcination in the 
Witches eyes and imagination, by which for 
the moſt part ſhe a&ts upon zcrder bodies, 
Neſcio quis teneros oculus For the 
prftilential ſpirits being darted by a ſpright- 
fal and vigorous imagination from the eye, 
and mecting with hoſe that are weak and 
paſsive in the bodies which they enter, 
will not fail to infe them with a noxious 
quality, that makes dangereus and ftrange 
- alterations in the perſon invaded by this 
poyſenons influence : which way of aRing 
by ſubril and inviſible inſtruments , is or- 
dinary and familiar in all natural effcien- 
#es, And 'tis now paſt queſtion, rhat na- 
mwre for the moſt part a&ts by ſubiil ſtreams 
and aporhea's of minute particles , which 
paſs fol one body to another. Or how- 
ever that be, this kinde of agency is as con- 
ceivable as any of thoſe qualities ignorance 
hath call'd ſympathy and aztipathy, the re- 
ality of which we 4oubt not , though the 
manner of attien be nnknown. Yea, the 

thing 
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thing I ſpeak of is as eaſie to be appre- 
hended , as how 1izfettion (hould paſs 1n 
certain t'muions ftreams through the air 
from one houſe to another ; or , as how 
the biting of a mad Doz ſhould fill all the 
blood and ſpirigs with a venomous and ma- 
lign ferment ;, the application of the wer- 
zwedoing the ſame in our cafe, as that of 
conta7 doth in this, Yea, ſome kindes of 
faſcination are perform'd in thisgroſler and 

| more ſenſible way, as by ſtriking, giving 
Appes, and the like, by which the conta- 
giows quality may be tranſmitted, as we (ee 
Aiſeaſe, often are by the touch, Now is 
this way of conjecture, a good account 
may be given why Wizches are molt pow» - 
erfal upon Children and timorous perſons, 
viz, becauſe their ſpirits and imaginati- 
ons being weak and paſsive , are not able 
to refiſt the fatal invaſion ; whereas men 
of bo'd mindes, who have plenty of ſtrong 
and vigorous ſpirits are ſecure from the 
contagion, as in peſtilentlal Airs clean bo- 
dies are not ſo liable 'to infeRion as are 
other tempers, Thus then we ſee 'tis like- 
ly enough, that very often the Sorcereſs her 
ſelf doth the miſchief 5 and we know , de 
fats, that - Providence doth not alwayes 
{ccure 
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ſecure us from one anothers injures, And 
yet I muſt confeſs , that n.any times alſo 
the evil ſpirit is the miſchievous Agent ; 
though this confeſſion draw on me another 
objeRion, which I next propoſe, 


T; 


(V.) "HEN" may be ſaid , that if 

; wicked ſpiritscan hurt us by 
the direQion, and at the deſire of a Witch, 
one would think they ſhould have the ſame 
power 20 do us injury without inſtigation or 
compact ; and if this be granted , *tis 4 
wonder that we are nor alwayes annoy d and 
infeſted by them, To which 


mmmmm_—  —— 


RETURN, (1) That the laws , Liber- 
ties, and reſtraints of the inhabitans 

of the other world arc to us utterly wn- 
known ; and this way we can only argue 
our ſelves into confeſsions of our ignorance, 
which every man muſt acknowledge that 
is not as immodeſt, as i2norant, It muſt be 
granted by all that own the being , power, 
' and malice of evil ſpirits, th2t the ſecurity 
L we 
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we enjoy is wonderful , whether they a& 
by Witches or not 3 and by what Laws 
they are kept from making us a prey , to 
ſpeak like Philoſophers, we cannot tell - 
yea, Why they ſhould be permitred to 
tempt and ruine us in our Souls , and re- 
ſtrain'd from touching or hurting us in our 
Bodies, is a myſtery not calily accountable, 
But yer (2) though we acknowledge their 
power to vex and torment us in our bodies 
alſo; yeta reaſon may be given why they 
are leſs frequent in this kind of miſchief 
viz. becauſe their main deſigns are levell'd 
againſt the intereſt and happineſs of our 
Souls, which they can beſt promote, when 
their ations are moſt /ly and ſecret ; 
whereas did they ordinarily perſecute men 
in their bodies, their agency and wicked 
influence would be diſcover'd , and make 
a mighty noiſe in the world , whereby 
men wonld be awaken'd to a more ſuitable 
and vigorous oppoſition, by the uſe of ſuch 
means as would engage Providence to re- 
ſcue them from their rage and cruelties, 
andat laſt defeat them in their great pur- 
poles of undoing us eternally. Thus we 
may conceive that the ſecari'y we enjoy 
may. well enough confsf# with the pooue 
an 
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and malice of thoſe evil ſpirits; and up- 
on this account we may ſuppoſe that Laws 
- of their own may prohibit their wnls- 
cenc'd injuries *, not from any goodneſs 
there is in their Conſtitutions, but in order 
to the more ſucceſsful carrying on t!:c pro- 
jects of the dark Kinedom ; as Generals 
forbid plunder, not out of love to their 
Encmies, but in order to their own ſuc- 
ceſs. And hence (3) we may ſuppole a 
Law of permiſsion to hurt us at the inſtance 
of the Sorcereſs, may well ſtand with the 
polity of Hell,fince by gratifying the wick- 
ed perlon they encourage her in walice 
and revinge , and promote thereby the 
main ends of their black confederacy,which 
are to propagate wickedneſs, andto ruine 
us in our erernal intereſts, And yer (4) 
ris clear tothoſe that believe the H:ſtory of 
the Goſpel, that wicked ſpirits have vexed 
the bodies of men, without any inſtigation 
that we read of ; and atthis day 'tis very 
likely that many of the ſtrange accidents 
and diſeaſes that befall us , may be the #n- 
fliftton of evil ſpirits , prompted to hurt 
us only by the delight they take in miſcHMef. 
So that we cannot argue the improbabllity 


of their hurting Ch:l4ren and others by 
Witches, 
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Witches, from our own ſecurity and free- 
dom from the effet#s of their malice, which 
perhaps we feel in more inſtances than 
we are aware of, | 


VT. 


BY (VI) another prejudice 494in(t 
the belief of Witches, &, 4 preſum- 
prion upon the enormous force of melan- 
choly and imagination » whith without 
doubt can do wonderful things , and beget 
range perſwafions ; and 10 theſe cauſes 
ſome aſcribe the preſum'd effet#s of Sor- 
cery and Witrchcratr, To which I reply 
briefly, and yer I hope ſufficiently, 


% — 
he — 


(1) HAT to reſolve all the clear 
circumſtances of Fa, which 

we finde in well atteſted and confirm'd 
Relations of this kinde, into the power of 
deceivable imagination, is to make fancy 
the greater prodigy, and to ſnppoſe , that 
it can do ſtranger feats than are believed 
of any other kinde of faſcination, And ro 
think that Pins and Nails, for inſkance,can, 
D 5-00 
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by the power of imagination be convey'd 
within the skin 3 or that imagination, 
ſhould deceive ſo many as have been wit- 
neſles in obje@Fs of ſenſe, in allthe circum- 
ſtances of diſcovery ; this, I ſay, is to be 
infinitely more cre4ulowe thanthe aſſertors 
of Sorcery and Demoniack contratts, And 
by the ſame reaſon it may be belicv'd, that 
all the Barrels and ffrange events of the 
world, which our ſelves have not ſeen, 
are but dreams and fond imaginations, and 
like thoſe that are fought in the clouds, 
when the brains of the deluded ſpeftators 
are the only Theatre of thoſe fancied tranſ- 
ations, And (2) to deny evidence of 
fat, becauſe their imagination may de- 
ceive the Relators, when we have no rea- 
ſon to think ſo but a bare preſumption, 
that there is no ſuch thing as is related , is 
quite to deſtroy the credit of all humane 
teſtimony, and to make all men lyars in a 
larger (ſenſe than the Prophet concluded in 
his haſte. For not only the melancholick and 
the fanciful , but the grave and the ſober, 
whoſe judgements we have no reaſon to 
ſulpeC ro be tainted by their imaginations, 
have from their own knowledge and expe- 
rience made reports of this nature, But 
. 0 
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to thisit will poſſibly be rejoyn'd, the Re- 


ply will be another prejudice againſt the 
beliet I contend for, viz, 


VII. 
(VII) / —_ tis a ſuſpicious circum- 
f 


ance that Witchcraft i but 
a fancy,ſince the perſons that are accuſed are 
commonly poor and miſcrable old women, 
who are overgrown with diſcontent apd 
melancholy, which are very imaginative 3 
and the perſons ſaid to be bewitch'd are 
for the moſt part Children, or people wiry 
weak, who are eaſily impoſed upon, and are 
apt roreceive ſtrong impreſſions from no- 
thing: whereas were there any ſuch thing 
really, *tis not likely, but that the more cun- 
ning and ſubtil deſperado's, who might rhe 
more ſucceſsfully carry on the miſchievous 
deligns of the dark Kingdom , ſhould be 
oftner engaged in theſe black confedera- 
cies, aud alſo"ove would expet? effetts of 
the helliſh combination #pox others rhan 
the innocent and ignorant, 
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no WHICH obje#ion it might 
perhaps be enough to return (as 
hath been above ſuggeſted) that nothing 
can beconcluded by this and ſuch like ar- 

uings, bur that the policy and menages of 
the :nfruments of darkneſs are to us alto- 
gerher «nknown , and as much inthe dark 
as their natures , mankinde being no 
more acquainted with the reaſons and me- 
thods of ation in the other world , than 
poor Cottagers and Mechanicks are with 
the intriques of Government, and reaſons 
of State, Yea peradventure (2) 'tis one 
of the great deſigns , as 'ris certainly the 
intereſt, of thoſe wicked Agents and Ma- 
chinators , induſtriouſly ro hide from us 
their influences and wayes of ating , and 
to work, as near as is poſciblr, incognite ; 
upon which ſuppoſal *ris caſte to conceive 
a reaſon, why they moſt commonly work 
by, and upon the weak and che ignorant, 
who can make no cunning obſervations, or 
tell credible tales to detet their artifice, 
Beſides (3) 'tis likely a frong imaginati- 
en, that cannot be weakes'd or diſturb'd 
by a buſie and [ub1il ratiocination, is a ne- 

ceſlary 


' 
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ceſſary requiſite to thoſe wicked perfor- 
mances z and without doubr an height- 
| ed and obſtinate fancy hath a great influ- 
; Ence upon impreſſible ſpirits 3. Yea, and as 
| I have conjeur'd before , on the more 

paſſive and ſuſceptible bodies, And 1 am 
* | very aptto believe, that there are as real 
communications and intercourſes berween 

our ſpirits, as there are between material 
| azents ; which ſecres influences , though 
they are v-known in their nature,and wayes 
| of ating, yerthey are ſufficiently felt in 
| their effetts : for experience arteſts , thar 
* ſome by the very majeſty and greatneſs of 
: their ſpirits, diſcover'd by nothing but a 
certain noble air that accompanies them, 
will bear down others leſs great and gene» 


$ | row, and make them ſneak before them's 
| | /andſome, by I know not what ftupifying 
3 | wverive, will tie up the rovgve, and confine 
> | the ſpirits of thoſe who are otherwiſe 
© | brickand voluble, Which thing ſuppoſed, 
| the influences of a ſpirit poſleſs'd of an - 
r ative and enormons imagination, may 

» | malign and fatal wherethey cannot be re- 
- | fiſted, eſpecially when they are accompa- 
g nied by thoſe poiſonows reaks thar the evil 
- | /pirit breathes into the Sorcereſs , which 
y D 3 likely 


138 Confiderations 


likely are ſhot out , and applied by a fancy 
heightned and prepared by melancholy 
and diſcontent, Andthus we may conceive 
why the melancholick and envious are uſed 
upon ſuch occaſions, and for the ſame 
reaſon the ignorant,fince knowledge checks 
and controuls imagination ; and thoſe that 
abound much in the #1magrnative faculties 
do not uſually exceed in the rational. And 
perhaps (4) the Demon himſelt uſeth the 
imazination of the Witch fo qualified for 
his purpoſe, even in thoſe a&ions of miſ- 
chief which are more properly h# ; for it 
is moſt probable, that ſpirits at not up- 
on bodies immediately , and by their na- 
ked eſſence, but by means proportionate and 
ſuirable inſtraments that they uſe 3 upon 
which account likely 'tis ſo ſtritly requi- 
red, that the $ eres ſhould believe, that 
ſo her imagination might be more at the 
devotion of the miſchievous Agent, And 
for the ſame reaſon alſo Ceremonies are 
+ uſed in Inchantments, viz. for the beget- 
ting 'this diabelical faith , and heightning 
the fancy to a degree of ſtrength and vi- 
your ſufficient ro make ita fit inſtrament 
or the defign'd performance, And theſe 
I-chink arc reaſons of likelihood and pro- 
| | bability, 


. 
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bability, why the helliſh confederates arc 


moſtly the 1gnorant aad the melancholick, 
To pals then to another prejudice, 
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VII. 
(VIII) 4 Yiete frequent impoſtures 


that are met with in this 
kinde, beget in ſome a belief, that all ſuch 
relations are forgeries and tales 3 and if 
we urge the evidence of a ſtory for the be- 
lief of Witches or Apparitions, they will 
roduce two as (eemingly ftrong and plau- 
fible , which ſhall conclude in miſtake 'or 
delign ; inferring thence , that all others 
are of the ſame quality and credit, | Bur 
ſuch arguers may pleaſe to conſider, 
j 


— 
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(1) __— a ſingle relation for an 

Affirmative , ({ufficiently con- 
firmed and atteſted, is worth a thouſand 
' tales of forgery and impoſture,from whence 
cannot be concluded an univerſal Nega- 
tive. Sorhar, though all the 0bjedFors ſto- 
ries be trae, and an hundred times as ma- 
ny more ſuch deceptions 3 yet one relait- 
D 4 08, 
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on, wherein no fallacy or fraud could be 


ſuſpeRed for our Afirmarive, would ſpoil 
any Concluſion could be creed on them, 


(2) IT ſcemsto me a belief ſufficient- 
ly boldand precarious, that all theſe rela- 
tons of forgery and miſtake ſhould be cer- 


tain, and not oe among all thoſe which ' 
atteſt the Affirmative reality , with cir- 


cumſtances as good as could be expeRed, 
or wiſh'd, ſhould be true, but all fabulows 
and vain. And :bey have no reaſon to ob- 
je credulity to the afſertors of Sorcery and 
Witchcraft , that cam {wallow ſo large a 
morſel, And I deſire ſuch Objecors to 
conſider, | | 

(3) WHETHER it be fair to infer, 
. that becauſe: there are ſome Cheats and 
Impoſtures, that therefore there are no Re- 
alities. Indeed frequency of deceit and 
fallacy will warrant a greater care and 
caution in examining 3 and ſcrupuloſity 
and ſhineſs of aſſent to things wherein fraud 
hath been prattiſed, or may in the leaſt 


degree be ſuſpetted, Bur , tO conclude, 


becauſe that an old woman's fancy abuſed 
her, or ſome knaviſh fellows put tricks 
upon the ignorant and itmorews that _ 
. w Ore 
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fore whole Afiſes have been a thouſand 
times deceived in judgem' nts upon matters 
of fat , and numbers of ſober perſons 
have been forſworn in things wherein per- 
jury could not advantage them, I ſay, 


ſuch inferences are as void of reaſon , as 
they are of charity and good manners. 
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IX, 
TAR It may be ſuggeſted further, 


That it cannot be imazin'd what de- 
ſign the Devil ſhould have in mcking thoſe 
ſolemn compaQs, ſince perſons of ſuch 
debauch'd and irriclaimable diſpeſitions as 
thoſe with whom he is ſuppoſed to confede+ 
rate, are pretty ſecurely his , antecedently 
10 the bargain , and cannot be more {o by 
it, ſince they cannet pu3 their ſouls our of 
poſſibility sf the Divine Grace, but by the 
Sin that & unpardonable ;, or if they could 
ſo diſpoſe and give away themſelves, it will 
20 ſome ſeem very unlikely,thar a great - 
mighty Spirit ſhould oblige \himſelf to ſuc 
obſervances,. and keep [ſuch a-do to ſecure 
the ſoul of a ſilly body, which 'twere odds 

but it wonldbe His, though He put him- 


ſelf 
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ſelf to no further trouble than that of bu 
ordinary temprations, 


O WHICH ſuzgeſtions 'twere c- 
nough to ſay, that 'ris ſufficient if 

the thing be well prov'd, though the de- 
ſign be not known, And to argue nega- 
tively a fine, is very unconcluſive in ſuch 
matters. The Laws and affairs of the 0- 
ther world (as hath been intimated) are 
vaſtly differing from thoſe of our Regions, 
and therefore 'tis no wonder we cannot 
judge of their deſigns, when we know n0- 
thing 'of their menages , and ſo little of 
their natures, The ignorant /ooker-on 
can't imagine what the Lizner means by 
thole ſeemingly rude lines and crawls 
which he intends for the rudiments of a 
Pifture; and the Figures of Mathematick 
Operation are non-ſenſe , and daſhes at « 
wenture to one un-inſtruted in Mecha- 
wicks, We are in the dark to one avorhers 
purpoſes and intendments; and there are 
a thouſand intrigues in our little matters, 
which will not preſently confeſs their de- 
lign even to ſagacious inquiſitors, And 
therefore *ris folly and incogitancy to ar- 
oue 
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gue any thing one way or other from the 
deſigns of a ſore of Beings, with whom 
we ſo little communicate z and poſlibly 
we can take no more aim , or gueſs at | 
their projedFs and deſienments , than the 
gazing Beafts can do arours, when they __ 
ſeethe Traps and Gins that are laid for. 
them, bur underſtand. nothing what they 
mean. Thus ingeneral, | 
BUT I attempt ſomething more par-/ 
ticularly, in order to which I muſt pre-! 
miſe thatthe Devil i a name for a Body. £ 
Politick, in which there are very different 
Orders and Degrees of Spirits, and perha 
in as much wariety of place and ſtate , td 
among our ſelves ; ſo that *ris not one and 
the ſame perſon that makes all the com- 
_—_ with thoſe abuſed and ſeduced Souls, 
ut they are divers, and thoſe *tis like of 
the -mcaneſt and baſeſt quality in the 
Kingdom of darkneſs ; which being ſup- 
poſed, 1 offer this account of the probable 
deſign of thoſe wicked Agents, viz. That 
having none to rule or tyrannize ov 
within the C#rcle of their own nature and 
government, they affect a proud Empire 
over us-(the defire of Dominion and Au- 


thority being largely ſpread through the 


whole 
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whole circumference of degenerated nature, 
eſpecially among thoſe, whoſe pride was 
their original trauſereſSion) every one of 
theſe then deſires to get him V aſlals to pay 
him homage , and to be employed like 
Slaves in the ſervices of his luſts and ap- 
retires 3 togratifie which deſire , *ris like 
enough to be provided andallowed by the 
conſtitution of their State and Govern- 
ment, that every wicked ſpiris ſhall have 
thoſe Souls as his property , and particular 
ſervants and attendants, whom he can 
catch in ſuch compatts; as thoſe wild Beaſts 
that we can take in hunting, are by the al- 
lowance of the Law our ow»; and thoſe 
Slaves that a man hath purchas d , are his 
peculiar goods, and the vaſlals of his will, 
Or rather thoſe deluding Fiends are like 
the ſeducing fellows we call Spirits, who 
inveigle Children by their falſe and flat- 
tering promiſes, and carry them away to 
the Plantations of America, to be ſcrvilly 
employed there in the works of their pro- 
fir and advantage. Andas thoſe baſe Agents 
will humour and flatter the {imple unwary 
Youth , till they are on Ship-board, and 
without the reach of thoſe that might re- 
{cue chem from their hands : In like man- 

ner 
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ner the more miſchievous Tempter ſtudies | 
vas © to gratifie, pleaſe, and accommodate thoſe, 
of Þ hedeals with in this kinde, till death hath 
ay Þ lanch'd them into the Deep , and they are 
ke Þ paſt the danger gf Prayers , Repentance, 
p- Þ and Endeavourss and then He «/c4h them 
ke # as pleaſerh Him, This account I think is 
he # not unreaſonable , and 'rwill fully anſwer | 
»- | the Objetion. For though the matrer be 
ve # notasI bave conjecur'd , yer 'twill ſug- 
ar | geſt a way how it may be concein'd, which | 
in & nulls the pretence, That the Deſign is in- 
v%; conceiveable, 
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is X, 


k UT then (X.) We are ftill liable to be | 
) queſtion'd , how it cames about , that | 
- thoſe proud: and inſolent Deſigners pra- 
) 

ſ 


fiſe in this kinde npon ſo tew , when one' 

would expect, that they ſhould be ſtj1l tra-| 
- | ding this way, and every where be driving 
; ox ihe projett , which the vileneſs of men 
| makesſo_feiſable, and would ſo much ſerve 

the intereſt of- their luſts, 
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O WHICH, among other thingy 

that mighe be ſug? velted lretaurn,(1) 
Thar we are never liable ro be lo betray- 
ed and abuſed, till by our wile diſpeſitions 
and tendencies we have forfeited the rure- 
lary care and overſight of the berter Spi- 
ritsz which , though generally they are 
our guard and defince againſt rhe malice 
and violence of evil Angels , yet it may 
well enough be thought that ſometimes 
they may rake their leave of ſuch as ate 
ſwallowed up by malice, envy, and deſire 
of revenge, qualities moſt contrary to 
their Life and Nature, and leave them ex- 
poſed to the invaſion and ſollicitations of 
thoſe wicked Spirits, to whom ſuch hate- 
ful Attributes make them very ſuitable 


as 'tis notabſurd tofancy, it may then well 
be ſuppoſed, that no manis obnoxious to 
thoſe projects and attempts, but only ſuch 
whoſe wile and miſchievous natures have 
driven from them their proze&ing Genins. 
And againſt this 4erclidFion to the power 
of evil ſpirits , *tis likely enough what 
ſome afhirm, that the Royal Pf, almiſt direQs 
that 


And ifthere be particular geardian Angels 


Be ado. i ow, wy. 1, OO 2 BD. By ED. 


" about VVitcheraft. 47 © 
that Prayer, Pſal, LXXI, is, x. Caſt me 
not off in the time of old age , forſake me 
yt when my ſtrength faileth. For — They 
that keep my ſoul | qUAdarar 74s Tiy voy Mes 
as the LXX and the Yulgar Latin, Qut 
euſtodiunt animam meam | they take coun- 
ſel rogether, ſaying, God hath forſaken him, 
perſecure him and take him , for there is 
none t0 deliver him, But I adde, (2) That 
'tis very improbable, that the ſtate where- 
inthey are, will nor ea{lily permit palpable 
intercourſes berween the bad Genii and our 
natwre, {ince 'tis like erough that their 
own Laws and Government do not allow 
their frequent excurſions into this world, 
Or, it may with as great probability be 
ſuppoſed, thart 'ris a very hard and painful 
thing for them, to force their thin and ze- 
auious bodies into a viſible confiſtence, and 


Fuch ſhapes as are neceſſary for their de- 


ſigns in their correſpondences with Witches, 
For in this ation their bodies mult needs 
be exccedingly compreſd , which cannot 
be well ſuppoſed withovt a painful ſenſe. 
And this is perhaps a reaſon why there are 
ſo few A4pparitions , and why appearing 
ſpirits are commonly in ſuch haſte to be | 
gone, wiz, that they may be deliver'd mu 
the 
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the #nnatural preſſure of their tender we: 
hicles, which I confcſs holds more, in the 
apparitions of good than of evil you 
moſt Relations of this kinde , deſcribing 
their diſcoveries of themſelves , as very 
tranſient, {though for thoſe the Holy Scri- 
. pture records, there may be peculiar rea- 
ſon, why they are not ſo ) whereas the 
wicked ones are notaltogether ſo quick and 
baſly in their Yiſts : The reaſon of which 
probably is, the great ſubtilty and tenuity 
of the bodies of the former , which will 
require far greater degrees of compreſſion, 
and conſequently of pain , tro make them 
viſible; whereas the Jatter, are more fe- 
culent and groſs, and ſo nearer allyed to 
palpable conſfiſtencies , and more eaily re- 
duceable to appearance and viſibility, 

AT thuisturn, Sir , you may perceive 
that I have again made uſe of the Platonick 
Hypotheſis, That Spirits are embodied, up- 
on which indeed a great part of my Dit- 
courſe is grounded : And therefore I hold 
my ſelf obliged to a ſhort account of that 
ſuppoſal. Ir ſeems then to me very pro- 
bable from the Nature of Sexſe, and A- 
nalogy of Nature. For ( 1,) We perceive 
in our (elves, that all Sexſe is caus'd and _ 
Cite 
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cited by motion made in matter 3 and 
» | when thoſe motions which convey ſenſible 
impreſſions to the Brain, the Seat of Senſe, 
are intercepted, Senſe is loſt : So that, if 
we ſuppoſe Spirits perfeRly to be disjoyn'd 
from all matter, *tis not conceivable how 
they can have the ſenſe of any thing z For 
+ | how material objefts ſhould any way be 
| Þ perceiv'd, or felt without viral anion with 
h | matter, 'tis not poſſible ro imagine. Nor 
1 || dethir (2.) ſeem ſuitable tothe Analogy 
| | of Nature, which uſeth not to make pre- 
, | cipitious leaps from one thing to another, 
n | bur uſually proceeds by orderly fteps and 
e | gradations : whereas were there no order 
o | of Berngs between «s , who are fo deeply 
= | plunged into the grofſeſt matter, and pure 

unbodied Spirirs , 'rtwere a mighty Jump 
e | in Nature, Since ther the greateſt part 
;& | of the world conſiſts of the finer portions 
p= | of matrer, and our own Souls arc imme- 
(- | dately united unto theſe , *tis infinitely 
id | probable ro conjecture , that the nearer 
at | orders of Spirits are vitally joyn'd to ſuch 
6 }| Bodies. And(o Natufe by Degrees aſcend- 
4- | ing ſtill by the more refin'd and ſubrile 
ve | matter , gets at laſt rothe pure Ni or 
immaterial minds , which the Platoniſts 
=. made 
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made the higheſt Order of created Beings, 
But of this 1 have diſcourſed elſewhere, 
and have ſaid thus much of it at preſent, 
becauſe it will enable me to adde another $®! 
Reaſonof the unfrequency of Apparitions FP® 
and Compatts, viz. 

(3.) BECAUSE 'tis very likely, that 
theſe Regions are very unſuitable, and diſ- 
proporiion d to the frame and temper of 
their Senſes and Bodies ; fo that perhaps, Y(% 
the Conrſer Spirits can no more bear the 
Air of our World , than Bats and Owls W 
can the brighteſt beams of Day, Nor can "9 
the Purcy and Better any more endure the £'#? 
noyſom fleams , and poyſonous recks of Y* 
this Dunghil Earth, than the Delicate can NP! 
bear a confinement in naſty Dungeons, tho 
and the foul ſqualid Caverns of uncom- JU 
fortable Darkneſs. So that 'tis no more 
wonder, that the better Spirits no oftner 
appear, than that men are not more fre- 
quently in the Dark Hollows under ground, 
Nor is't any more ſtrange that evil Spirizs 
ſo rarely vilit us, than that Fiſhes do not 
ordinarily fly in the Air , as 'ris ſaid one 
ſort of them doth ; or that we ſee not Þ 
che Batt daily fluttering in the beams of | 
the Sun, And now bythe helpot what 1 


have 
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have ſpoken under this Head, I am pro- 
vided with ſome things wherewith to dif. 
able another ObjeRion, which I thus pro- 


pole : 


gm_—_— 


Xl. 


XI.) JF THERE be ſuch an intercourſe 

] between Evil Spirits 4d the 
Wicked, how comes it about that there is 
no correſpondence between Good Spirits and 
the Vertuous > ſince without doubt , theſe 
are as deſirous 19 propagate the Spirit and 
Deſigns of the wpper and better World, as 
thole are to promote the Intereſt of the 
Kingdom of Darkneſs. 


HICH way of arguing is till 

from our 1gnorance of rhe State 

and Government of the other World, 
waich maſt be confeſt, and may , with- 
out prejudice to the Propoſition 1 defend. 
Bur particularly, I ſay, (1) That we 
have ground cnough to believe, that Good 
pirizs do interpole in, yea , and govers 
ur Aﬀairs, For that there is a Provi- 
BE 2 dence 
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dence reaching from Heaven to Earth, i 
mooy acknowledg'd ; but that thi 
uppoſeth all rhings to be order'd by the 
immediate influence, and inte»poſal of the 
Sapreme Deity , is not very Philoſophical 
to ſuppoſe 3 ſince if we judge by the 
Analogy of the Natural World, all thing 
we (ce arecarried on by the Miniſtry 
Second Cauſes, and intermediate Agent, 
And it doth. not ſeem ſo Magnificent and 
Becoming an apprehenſion of the Supreme 
Numen , to fancy His immediate Hand 
in every trivial Management. Bur 'tis ex- 
ceeding likely to conjeQture, that much of 
the Government of us, and our Afﬀeairs, 
is commitrred to the better Spirits, with 2 
due ſubordination and ſubſerviency totie 
Will of the chief Re&or of the Univerſe 
And "tis not abſurd to believe, that there 
15 a Government runs from Higheſt to Low- 
eft, thebetter and more perfe&# orders of 
Being, ſtill ruling the #nferiour and le 
perfetF. So that ſome one would fanc) 
. tharperhaps the Angels may manage 
as we do the Creatures that God and N+ 
ture have placed under our Empire and 
Dominion, But however that is , That 
God rules the lower World by the Mink 


fr 
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fry of Angels , is very confonant to the | 
ſacred Oracles, Thus, Deut. XXXII. | 
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viii, ix. When the moſt High divided the | + 


Nations their inheritance, when be ſepara- 
ted the ſons of Adamyhe ſet the bounds of the 
people, Kar' &19,dr dy ſinwr r7, according = 

to the number of the Angels of God, as the 
Septwagint renders it 3 the Authority of | 
which Tranſlation, is abundantly credited ' 
and aſſerted, by its being quoted in the 
New Teſtament , wichout notice of the 
H.brew Text, even there where it differs | 
from it , as learned men have obſerv'd, 
We know alſo, that Angels were very fa- | 
miliar with the Parriarchs of old 3 and 
Jacob's Ladder is a Myſtery, which imports | 
ir miniftring in the affairs of the Low- 
er World. Thus Origen and others un- | 
derſtand, that to be ſpoken by the Preſs- 
dental Angels, Jer, Ll. ix We would | 
have healed BABYLON , but ſhe & not | 
bealed, forſake her, and let us go. Like | 
the Voice heard in the Temple before the | 
taking of Fernſalem by Titus, MeraSoire- | 
a irrivly And before Nebuchadnezzar | 
was ſent to learn Wiſdom and Religion | 
among the Beaſts, He fees a Watcher, ac- 
cording to the 70. an Argel, and an holy | 
E 3 one | 
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One come down frem heaven , Dan, IV. 
xiii, who pronounceth the ſad Decree 4 
gainſt Him, and calls it the Decree of the 
Watchers, who very probably were the 
Guardian Genii of Himſelf and his King- 
dom, And that there are particular An- 
gels that have the ſpecial Rule and Govern 
went of particular Kingdoms , Provinces, 
Cities, yea and of Perſons , I know no- 
thing that can make improbable : The in- 
ſtance isnotorious in Daniel, of the An: 
gels of Perſia and Grecia, that hindred the 
other that was engaged for the concerns of 
Fades; yea, our Saviour himſelt tells us 
that Children have their Angels, and the 
Congregation of Diſciples ſuppoſed that 
St. Peter had ks. Which things , if they 
be granted, the good Spirits have not (0 
Iacle ro do with us, and our matters, a 
is generally believed, And perhaps it 
would not be abſurd, it we referr'd ma 
ny of the ſlrange thwarts, and unexpetted 
events, the diſappointments and lacky 
#ncidences that betal us , the @nwaccountable 
fortunes and ſucceſſes that attend ſome 
lucky men, and the unhappy fates that dog 
others that ſeem born to be miſerable ;, the 
Fame and Favour that ſtill waits on ſome 


with- 
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without any conceivable motive to allure 
it, andthe general neglef of others more 
deſerving,waole worth is not acknowledg'd, 
I ſay, theſe and ſuch like oade things, may 
with the greateſt probability be refolv'd 
into the Cond and Menages of thoſe in- 
viſible ſuperviſors, that preſide over , and 
govern our affairs, | 

BUT if they ſo far concern themſelves 
in our matters, how « it that they appear }. 
not 10 maintain 4 viſible and conteſt cor- 
reſpondence with ſome of the better Mor- 
tals, who are moſt fitted for their Communi- 
cations and their influence ? To which 1 
have ſaid ſome things already , when I ac- 
counted for the unfrequency of Apparitt- 
ons; and I now adde what I intend for 
another return tothe main ObjeRion, viz, 

(2.) THAT the apparition of good 
Spirits is notgreedful tor the Neligns of the 
better world, whatever ſuch may be for 
the intereſt of the other. For we have 
had the Appearance and Cohabitation of 
the Sox of God ,, we have Moſes and the 
Prophets, and the continued influence of 
the Spirit , the greateſt Arguments to 
ſtrengthen Faith , the moſt powerful 
Motives to Excite our Love, and the No+ 


E 4 leſt 
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bleft Enconragements to quicken and raiſe 
our deftres and hopes, any of which are 
more than the apparition of an Angel; 
which would indeed be a great gratificati- 
on of the Animal Life , but 'twould ren- 
der our Faith leſs noble and lefs generous, 
were it frequently ſo aſſiſted : Bleſſed are 
they that believe, and yet have not ſten. 
Beſides which , the good Angels have no 
ſuch ends to proſecute, as the gaining any 
Vaſlals to ſerve them , they being mini- 
Pring Spirits for our good, and no ſelf-de- 
ſigners for a proud and inſolent Dominion 
over us. And it may be perhaps not im- 
pertinently added , That they are not al- 
wayes evil Spirits that appear, as is, 
know not well upon what grounds, gene- 
rally imagined 5 bur that the extraordina- 
ry detefFtons of Murders, latent Treaſures, 
falſe fira and wnfulfil”d Bequeſts, which are 
ſometimes made by Apparitions , may be 
the courteous Diſcoveries of the better, 
and more benign Genii, Yea, 'tis not un- 
likely, tharthoſe Warnings that the world 
ſometimes hath of approaching Fadge- 
ments and Calamities by Prodigtes , and 
ſundry edde Phenomena, are the kind In- 
formations of ſome of the Inhabirants n 

the 
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the upper world. Thus, was Feruſalem 
forewarned before its ſacking by Antio- 
chus, by thoſe Atery Horſemen that were 
ſeen through all the City, for almoſt for- 
ty dayes together, 2 Mac, V.ii, iti, And 
the other Frodigious Portents that fore-ran 
its Deſtruftion by Titus + which I men- 


tion, becauſe they are notorious inſtances, 


And though, for mine own part, I ſcorn 
the ordinary Tales of Prodigtes, which pro- 
ceed from ſuperſtitious fears , and unat- 
quaintance with Nature , and have been 
uſed to bad purpoſes by the Zealons and 


. the /gnorant ; YetIthink that the Argy- 


ments that are brought by a late very inge- 
nious Author , to conclude againſt ſuch 
Warnings and Predictions in the whole 
kinde , arc ſhort and inconſequent , ahd 
built upon too narrow Hypotheſes, For\if 
it be ſuppoſed, that there is a ſort of Spi- 
rits over us, and about us, who can give a 
probable gueſs at the more remarkable fu- 
rwrities, I know not why it may not be 
conjectured, that the kindneſs they haye 
for us, and the appetite of fore-tellihg 
ſtrange things, and the putting the worid 
upon expeRation, which we finde is very 
grateful tro our own Natures; may ger in- 

cline 
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cline them alſo to give us ſome general 
notice of thoſe uncommon Events which 
they foreſee, AndI yer perceive no rea- 
ſon we have to fancy, that whatever is 
done in this kinde, muſt needs be either 
immediately from Heaven , or from the 
Angels, by extraordinary commiſſion and 
appointment, Bur it ſeems to me not un- 
reaſonable to velieve , that thoſe officious 
Spirits that overſee our affairs, perceiving 
ſome mighty and ſad alterations at hand, 
in which their Charge is much concerned, 
cannot chuſe, by reaſon of their affet#on 
ro us, but give us ſome ſeaſonable hints of 
thoſe approaching Calamities; to which 
allotheir natural defire to foretell ſtrange 
#bings to come, may contribute to incline 
them. And by this Hyporbeſss , the faireſt 
probabilities, and ſtrongeſt ratiocinations 
againſt Prodrgies , may be made unſer- 
viceable, But this only by the way. I pro- 
ceed to the next objection , which may 


be made to ſpeak thus, 


"YTT.) THE 
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XII. 
ay Og BELIEF of Witches, 


and the wonderful things 
they are ſaid to perform by the help of the 
Ccnfederate Dzxmon, weakens our Faith, 
and expoſeth the World to Infidelity #n the 
great matters of our Religion, For if They 
by Diabolical afiftance , can inflict «yd 
cure Diſeaſes, ard do things ſo much beyond 
the comprehenſion of our Philoſophy, and 
aQtivity of common Natare ; What afſu- . 
raxce can we have, that the Miracles that 
confirm our Goſpel were not the effetts of a 
Compatt of like nature, and that Devils 
were not caſt out by Beelzebub? If evil Spi- 
rits can aflume Bodies , and render them- 
ſelves viſible in humane likeneſs z What 
ſecurity can we have of the reality of the 
Reſurrefion of Chriſt > And if, by their 
belp, Witches can enter Chambers invi- - 
libly through Key-boles and linle unper- * 
ceived Crannies, and trasform themſelves 
at pleaſure; What Arguments of Divinity 
are there in our Saviour's ſhewing bimſelf 
in the midſt of his Diſciples , when the 
Doors 


Go Conſiderations 


Doors were (hut, and bis Transfiguration 
in the Mount ? Miracles ave the great in- 
ducements of Belief, and how ſhall we di- 
ſtingaiſh a Miracle from a Lying Won- 
der ; « Teſtimony from Heaven , from 4 
Trick of the Angels of Hell z if they can 
perform things that aſtoniſh and confound 
our Reaſons, and are beyond all the Poſlibili- 
ties of Humane Nature f This Objedtton is 
ſpiceful and miſchievous, but I thus endea- 
vourto diſpatch it, 


——_—_— 


— 


(1.) HE WONDERS done by 
Confederacy with wicked Spi- 

rits, cannot derive a ſuſpition upon the 
undoubted Airacles that were, wrought by 
the Author and Promulgers of our Reli- 
gion, as if they were pertormed by Dia- 
olical Compatt. \ince their Spirit, Endea- 
w0urs, and Deſigns were notoriouſly con- 
trary to all the Tendencies, Aims , and 
Intereſts of the Kingdow of Darkneſs, 
For, as to the Life and Temper of the 
Bleſſed and adorable FESUS, we 
know there was an incomparable ſweer- 
neſs in his Nature , Humility in his Man« 
mers, Calmneſs inhis Temper , Compaſiion 
in 
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in his Miracles , Modeſty in his Expreſ6#- 
ons, Holineſs inall his A7iens, Hatred of 
Vice and Baſeneſs , and Love to all the 
World ; all which are eſſenrially contrary 
to the Nature and Conſtitution of Apoſtate 
Spirits, who abound in Pride and Rancour, 
Inſolence and Rudeneſs, Tyranny and Baſt- 
neſs, univerſal Malice, and Hatred of Men. 
And their Deſigues are as oppoſite, as their 
Spirit and their Genius, And now, Can 
the Su» borrow irs Light from the botrom- 
leſs Abyſs ? Can Heat and Warmth flow 
in upon the World from the Regions of 
Szow and Ice ? Can Fire freeze, and Wa- 
zer burn Can Natures; fo infinitely con- 
trary, commanicaie, andjump in projects, 
that are deſirutFive ro each others knows 
Interiſts ? Is there any Ballome in the 
Cockatrice's Egge > or, Can the Spiritof 
Life flow from the Yenome of the Aſp ? 
Will the Prince of Darkneſs ſtrengthen 
the Arm that .is ffrercht out to pluck his 
Uſurp't Scepter, and his Spoils from him? 
And will he lend his Leg1ozs, roafhft the 
Armies of his Enemy againſt him? No, 
theſe are impoſſible Suppoſals 3 No intel- 
ligent Being will induſtriouſly and know- 
ingly contribute to the Conrradidtion of its 
Own 
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own Principles, the Defeature of its Par- 
poſes, and the Ruine of its own deareſt 1y- 


ztereſts. There is no fear 1hez , that our 
Faith ſhould receive prejudice from the 


acknowledgement of the Being of Witches, 


and pow*'r of evil Spirits, ſince ris not the 
doing wonderful things that isthe only E- 
vidence that the Holy FESUS was from 
God, and his DotFrine true ; but the con- 
junttion of other circumſtances , the hol;- 
neſs of. his Life, the reaſonableneſs of his 
Religion, and the excellency of his Deſigns, 
added creditto his Works , and ſtrength- 
ned the great Concluſion, That he could be 
0 other than the Son of God , and Saviour 
of the world, But beſides, 1 (ay, 

(2.) THAT lince infinite Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs rules the World, it cannot be 
conceiv'd, that they ſhould 'give up the 
greateſt part of men to unavoidable de- 
ception, Andif evil Angels, by their Con- 
federates are permitted to perform ſuch 
aſt *niſhing things , asſcem ſo evidently ro 
carry God s Seal and Power with them, for 
the confirmation of Falſboods , and gain- 
ing credit to 1»poſtors, withour any coun- 
zer-evidence to diſabuſe the World; Man- 
kinde is expoſed to ſad and fatal deluſion. 


And 
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And to ſay that Providence will ſuffer us - 
to be deceived in things of the greateſt 
concernment , when we ule the beſt of 
our care and endeavours to prevent it, 1s 
to ſpeak hard things of God; and in effe&t 
ro affirm, That He hath-nothing to do in 
the Government of the World , or doth 
not concern himſelf in the affairs of por 
forlorn Men. And if the Providence and 
Goodneſs of God be not a ſecurity unto us 
againſt ſuch Deceptions, we cannot be al- 
ſured, bur that we are alwayes abuſed by 
thoſe miſchievous Agents, in the Objects 
of plain ſenſe, andin allthe marters of our 
daily Converſes. If 0 NE that pretends 
he is immediately {ent from God , to over- 
throw the ancient Fabrick of Eſtabliſhed 
Worſhip, and to ere&t a New Religion in 
His Name ; ſhall be born of aYirgin, and 
honour'd by a miraculous Star ; proclaim- 
' ed by a Song of ſeeming Angels of Light, 
and Wor ſhipped by the wiſe Sages of the 
World; Revered by thoſe of the greateſt 
auſterity, and admired by all for a miracu- 
lous Wiſdom, beyond his Education and his 
Tears : If He (hall feed Mwultizudes with 
almoſt zorhing, and faft himſelf beyond 
all the prſsibiliries of Nature: If He _ 
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be transformed into the appearance of ex- 
tra0rdinary Glory , and converſe with de- 
parted Prophets in their viſible Forms : If 
He ſhall Cure all Difcaſes without Phy- 
fick or Endeavour, and raiſe the Dead to 
Life after they have ſftunck in their Graves : 
It He ſhall be honoured by Yoices from 
Hgaven, and attract the univerſal Wonder 
of Princes and People: If he ſhall afa 
Tempeſts witha Beck , andcaſt out Dewils 
with a Word : If He ſhall forctell his own 
Death particularly, with its Tragical Cir- 
. cumſtances,and his Reſurrefion atter it : If 
the Veil of the moſt famous Temple in the 
world ſhall be rexr, andthe Sun darkened 
at his Funeral : If he ſhall , within the 
time foretold, break the bonds of Death, 
and lift up his Head our of the Grave : If 
Multitudes of other departed Souls (hall 
ariſe with Him, to attend at the Solemnity 
of his Reſurredtion : If he ſhall after 
Death , viſibly converſe, and eat, and 
drink with divers perſons, who could nor 
be Ceceived in a matter of clear ſenſe, and 
eſcendin Glory in the preſence of an a- 
ſtonithr and admiring Mulcicude : 1 ſay, 
if ſuch a One as this ſhould prove a Dia- 
bolical Impoſtor , and Providence ſhould 


pens 
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for us to be aſſured , that we are nor al- 
waycs deceived ? yca, that our very Fa- 
culties were not given us only to delude 
and abuſe us? And it ſo, the nexr Con- 
clulion is, That there 15 no God that judg- 
ethin th: earth; and the beſt , and moſt 
likely Hypotheſis will be, That the world i 
given up to the Government of the Devil, 
Bur if thefe be a Providence that ſupervi- 
ſeth us, {as nothing is more cerr2in) doubt- 
leſs, will never ſuffer poor belplefs Crea- 
tures to be inevitably aecetyed, by rhe craft 
and ſnbril;y of their miſchievous Enemy, 
rothcir undoing 3 but will without que- 
ſtion rake ſuch care, that the works 
wrought by Divine Power for the Confir- 
mation of Divine Truth, (hall have ſuch 
viſible Marks and Signatures , if not in 
their Nature, yet in their Circumſtances, 
Ends, and Deſtens, as ſhall diſcover whence 
they are, and {uffticiemly diſtingniſh them 
trom all 1mpoſtures and Deluſtons, And 
though wicked Spirits may perform ſome 
ſtrange things that may cxcite wonder for 
a while, yet He hath, and wil! fo provide, 
that they (hall be baffled and diſcredited 3 

F as 


af 


permit him to be ſo credited and acknow-. | 
ledged ; Whar poſlibilicy were therechen | 
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as we know it was in che caſe of Moſes and 
the eg ypiian Mgicians, 

NOW/, belides what I have directly 
ſaid to the 0bjedtion, I have this to adde 
rothe ObjeFors, That 1 could wiſh they 
would take care of ſuch Suggeſtions 
which, if they overthrow not the Opini- 
On they oppoſe , will dangerouſly affront 
the Religion they would ſeem to acknow- 
ledge. For be thar ſaith, That if there are 
WITC HES, there is n0 way to prove that 
Chriſt Jeſus was not a Magician, and Dia- 
bolical 1mpoſtor , puts a deadly Weapon 
into the hands of the 1»fidel , and is bis 
ſelf next door to the SIN AGAINST 
THE HOLY GHOST : of which, in or- 
der to the perſwadivg greater renderneſ 
and cautios in ſuch matters, I give this 
ſhort account. 


THE SIN againſt the Holy Gheft is 

ſaid to be Unpardonable 3 by which ſad 
Attribute, and the Diſcourſe of our $4- 
vious, Mat, XII. from the xxii. to the 
XXXiii, verſe, we may widerſtand its Na- 
ture : In order ro which we conſider, 
That f(ince the Mercies of Ged, and the 
Merits of his Son, are infinite, there is 
nNO- 
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rothing can make a Sin «»pirdonable , but ' 
what makes it &ncurable ; and there 1s no 
Sin but what 15 curable by a ſtrong Faith, 
anda wigorow Endeavour : For all things | 
are poſſible to him thas believeth, So thar, 
that which makes a Sin 7ncurable, muſt be. | 
ſomewhar that makes Fa:rh impoſſible, and 
obſtructs all means of Conviction, In or- 
der tothe finding which, we muſt conſider 
the wayes and methods the Divine Good» ' 
neſs hath taken, for the begetting 7 at, 
and cure of Infidelity - which it atrem- | 
pred, firſt, by the Prophets, and holy men 
of antient times,, who, by the excefency : 
of their DodFrine, the greatneſs of their 
Miracles, and the bolineſs of their Lives, 
endeavoured the conviction and reforma- 
tion of a ſtubborn and unbelieving World, 
But though Few believed thcir report , and 
men would not be prevail'd on by what 
they did, or what they ſaid, yer their Infi- * 
delity was not hitherto 1ncurable , becauſe 
further means were, provided in the Mint- 
ſry of Fohn the Baptiſt, whoſe Life was 
more ſevere, whoſe Dofrines were more 
plain, preſſing and particular z and there- 
tore 'rwas poſhible that He might have ſuc- 
cceded, Yea, and where He failed , and 
F 23 could 
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could not open mens hearts and their eyes, 
the Effet was {till in pofrbi/iry, and it 
might be expeted from Him that came 
after , ro whom the Prophets and Fohn 
were but the 7 w:li2ht and the Dawn, And 
though His miraculous Birth , the Song of 
Angels, the Fourney of the Wiſe Mep of 
the Eaſt , and the correſpondence of Pro- 
pheſies, with the Circumſtances of the firſt 
appearance of the Wonderfu! Infant : 1 
ſay, though theſe had not been taken no- 
tice of, yet was there a further proviſion 
made for the cure of Infidelity, in his aſte- 
niſhing Wiſdom , and moſt excellent Do- 
Grines z For, He ſpake as never Man did, 
And when Theſe were deſpiſed and negle- 
Qed, yer there were other means towards 
Convittion, and Cure of Unbelief, in thoſe 
mighty Works that bore Teſtimony of 
Him, and wore the evident marks of Di- 
vine Power in their foreheads, But when 
after all, theſe clear and unqueſtionable 
Miracles which were wrought by the Sp:- 
ritof Ged, and had eminently his Super- 
ſcription on them, ſhall be aſcribed to the 
Agency of evil Spirits , and Diabolical 
Compat?, as they were by the malicious 
and þightfnl Phariſees in the periods above- 

: men- 


| 


bs > fo ww 


' # I 


. py ww 1 


about V Vitchcraft, 69 


mentioned ; when thoſe great and laſt 
Teſtimonies againſt Infidelity, ſhall be ſaid 
to be butthe Tricks of Sorcery, and Com- 


plotment with Helliſh Confederates, This 


is Blaſphemy in the higheſt , againſt rhe 
Power and Spirit of God, and ſuch as cuts 
off all means of Convittion, and purs the 
Unbeliever beyond all poſs:bilities of Cure, 
For Miracles arc God's Seal, and the great 
and laſt evidence of the truth of any Do- 
Arine, And though, while theſe are 08- 
ly diſ-believed as to the Fad? , there re- 
mains a poſ51b:lity of perſwaſion ; yer, when 
the Fat ſhall be acknowledg'd , but the 
Power blaſphemed , and the effects of the 
adorable 3pirit maliciouſly imputed to the 
Devils ; ſuch a Blaſphemy , ſuch an Infi- 
delity is incurable, and conſequently un- 
pardenable, | ſay,in ſumme,the Sin againſt 
the-Holy Ghoſt {cems to be a malicious im- 
putation of the Miracles wrought by the 
Spirit of God in our Saviour to Satanical 
Confederacy, and the power of Apoſtate 
Spirits ; Then which., nothing is more 
blaſphemons, and nothing is more like to 
provoke the Holy Spirit that is ſo abuſed 
to an Eternal Derelifion of fo Yile and (0 
Incarable an Unbclicyer, Y 
F 3 THIS 
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THIS account , as *tis clear and rea- 
ſonable in it ſelf , ſo iris plainly lodg'd in 
the mention'd Diſcourſe of our Saviour, 
And thoſe that ſpeak other things avour it, 
ſeem to me to talk at random, and per- 
fealy without Book, Burt ro leave them to 
the fondneſs of their own conceits, I think 
it now time to draw up to a Conclulion of 
the whole. 

THEREFORE bricfly,Sir, I have endea- 
voured in theſe Papers, which my reſpe& 
and your concernment in the ſubject have 
made you75, to remove the main prejudi- 
ces I could think of, againſt the exiſtence 
of Witches and Apparitions : and I'm ſure 
I have ſuggeſted much more againſt what 
T \-tend, than ever I heard or ſaw in any 
that oppoſed i ic 3 whoſe Diſcourſes , for 
. the moſt part, have ſcemed to me inſpired 
| byalerfty ſcorn of common belict, and ſome 
trivial Nottons of Val? ar Philoſopt ) And 
in deſpifing the Common Faith about mat- 
ters of Fatt, and fondly adhering to /t in 
things of Speculation , they very grofly 
and 2bſurdly miſtake : For in things of 
= Fatt, the People arc a5mucti tobe believ'd, 
as the _—_ ſubtile Philoſophers and Spe- 
euls:ors ; ſince here, Senſe is, the Judge. 

ur 
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But in mattersof Notions and Theory, They © 
are not at all to be heeded, bgcauſe Reaſon + 
isto be Judge of theſe, and rhw they know 
not how to: uſe. And yer thus it is with 
thoſe wiſe Philoſophers, that will deny the 
plainevidence of the Senſes of Mankinde, 
becauſe they cannot reconcile» eppearan- 
ces with the fond Crotchers of a Philoſo- 
phy,which they lighted on in the High-way 
by chance, and will adhereto at adventure, 
$o that I profeſs, for mine own part, I ne- 
ver yet hcard any of the confident*De- 
claimers againſt Witchcraft and Appariti- 
ons, {peak any thing that might move a 
mind, in any degree inſtructed inthe ge- 
nerous kinds of Philoſophy , and Nature of 
things, Andfor the 0bjetFionsI havere- 
cited, they aremoſt of them ſuch as roſe 
out of mine own thoughts, which I obli- 
ged to conſider what was poſhble to be 
{aid upon this o:caſ/9n, For though I have 
examined Scor's Diſcovery, fancying that 
there I ſhould finde the ſtrong reaſons of 
mens diſ-bclief in this marter 3 yer I pro- 
fe(s I met not with the leaſt ſuggeſtion in 


- allthat Farrago , but whar ithad been ri- 


diculous for me tohave gone abont ro «x- 
ſwer : For the Avthor doth little but tell 
F 4 oade 
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odde Tales , and ſilly Legends, which he 
confures and aughs at, and pretends this to 
be a Confutatron of the Being of Witches 
and Apparitions : In all which, His Rea- 
ſonings are trifling and Chi 14rſh ; and when 
He ventures at Philoſophy, He 1s little ber- 
ter than abſurd : Sothat 'twill! be a won- 
der to mc, if any but Boyes and Buff ons 
imbibe any Prejudices againſt a Belick (0 
infinicely Confirmed, from the Looſe and 
Impotent Surgeſtions of ſo weak a Dil- 
courler, 

But however obſerving two things , in 
that Diſcourſe that would pretend to 'be 
© morethen ordinary Reaſons,] ſhall dothem 
the civility to examine them. Ir is ſaid 
then, 

(1. ) Tharthe Goſpel is ſilent , as ro the 
being of WITCHES , and 'tis not lik-ly, 
if there were ſuch , but that our Saviour 
or his Apoſtles had given intimations of 
their exiſtence, The other is. 

(2.) Miracles are craſed, and there- 
fore the prodigious things aſcribed to 
WwOTJTGTTCT OHCRAF T are ſuppolcd 
Dreams and impecſtures, 

FOR AN>WER to the FIRST in 
order , I conſicer (1,) Thar though tlic 


Hiſtory 
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Hiſtory of the New Teſtament were gran- 
ted to be ſilent in the Fufineſs of Warches, 
and Compadts, yet the Records of the old 
have a trequent mention of them, The 
Law, Exod, XXII. xviit, againſt permit- 
ting keen to live (which I menton'd in 
the beginning) is famous. And we have 
another remarkable prohibition. of them, 
Deut, XVI, x, xi, There ſhall not be 
found among you any one , that ma- 
keth his ſon or his dauzhter paſ” through 
the Fire , or that uſeth D:vination, or 
an Obſerver ef Times, or an #iichanter, 
or a WITCH, or 4 Cha: nier, Or 4 Conſul. 
ler with Familiar Spirits, or 4 W:zard, or 
4 Necremancer, Now this accumulation 
of Names , (ſome of which are of the 
ſame ſenſe and import) is a plain indica- 
tion that the HE6REW WITCH was one 
that praQtiſed by compat? with evil ſpirits, 
And many_oft the fame expreſſions are 
pur together in the charge againſt Manaſ- 
ſes . 11 Chron, XXX [l. viF, That he 
cauſed his Children to paſs through the Fire, 
obſerved Times*, uſed Inchantments , and | 
WJTCYCUAFT , and dealt with 
Familiar Spirits, and with WIZ ARDS, So | 
that though the 9riginal word which we | 


TCcll- || 


ef 


CRAFT ſhould, 
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render WI T CH and W JT CH- 

as our Sadduces 
urge, fignifie only a CHEAT ' and a 
POYSONER ; yet thoſe others mention'd, | 
plainly enough ſpeak the thing, and I have 
given an account in the former Conſidera- 

{ riens, how a WITCH inthe common no- 


tion is a Poyſoner. Bur why meer poyſoning de 
ſhould have a diſtin Law againk it, and W w' 
not be concluded under the general one W cc 


againſt Murder ; why meer Legerdemain, W 01 
and Chrating ſhould! beſo feverely animad- w 
verted on, as to be reckon'd with Inchant- T 


ments, converſe wil 


Devils , 


and 1dola. 


tl 
rrous prattiſes : 1 believe the denyer of WW / 
4 mm wi Il finde it hard to give a rea» d 


To which 1 may adde ſome other 1 
--H zes of Scripwre that yield ſufficient p 
Salenco in the caſe, The Nations'are WM © 
forbid to hearken to the Diviners, Dream» 4 
ers, Inchante-s and Sorcerers, Jer, XX VII, n 
ix. The Chalicans arc deeply. threatned ' 
for their Serceries, and Inchantments, Iſa. WW 


XLVH. ix. And we read that Nebs- 
chadntzzar call'd ie Mgictans , Aſtre- 
. Hopers, Sorcerers , and C 
his Dream, All whici , tis like enough, 


did cheat and delude by their predidtion!; 


'h, ideans, ro tell 


bur 
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but that they did not confederate, and 


tranſatt with evil Spirits , is an afſertion | 


without a reaſon , contrary to the expreſs | 


Letter, and to what was generally believed 
inthoſe times. 

And the ſtory of the WITCH of E N- 
DOR, 1 Sam. XXYV117. is a remarkable 
demonſtration of the main conclulion, | 
which will appear when we have conſider- 
ed, 2nd removed the fancy, and gloſſes of 
our Auihor about it, in his DISCOVERY, | 
where to avoid this evidence, he afhrms, 
| This WITCH to be but a Cozener, and 
| the whole iranſattiora Cheat and Impo- 
* ſinre, managed by her ſelf, and a Confe- 
derste, And in order to the perſwading 
this, herells a fine Tale, viz, That ſhe de-: 
parted from Saul into her Cloſet, **Where 
| * doubtleſs, ſayes he, ſhe hada Familiar, 
«ſome lewd crafty Prieſt, and made Saul! 
* ſtand atthe Door like a Fool, to hear the! 
* Ccz:2ning Anſwers, He faith, ſhe there 
* uſed the ordinary words of Cenjura'ion,, 
* and after them, Samuel appears, whom 
* he afhrms to be no other than cither the 
* Witch her {cIf , or her Confederate, By 
this pretty kna: k and contrivance he thinks 
he hath diſabled the Relation from fignity- 

ing 
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fying to our purpoſe, Burt the DISCo- Þ the 
VERER might have conſider'd , that all Þ in 
this is an Invention , and wighout Bock, | po 
For there is no mention of the Witches | up 
Cloſet, or her retiring into another Room, | ba 
or her Confederate, or her Form of Con. || thi 
' Jaration : | ſay nothing of allthis, is as | ta 
much as intimared in the Hiftoryz and if } H 
we may take this large {iberty inthe inter. Þ ui 
pretation of Scripture , there is ſcarce a |} {p 
ſtory in the Bible, but may be made a Fal- } 4 
tacy, and Impoſture, or any thing that we Þ}| tl 
pleaſe, Nor.is this fancy of his only arbi- } al 


irary, but indeed contrary to the circum. || 
ſtances of the Text, For it (ayes, Saul || t! 
perceived it was Samuel, and bowed him- || n 


ſelf, and this Samuel truly forerold his ap- | i: 
proaching Fate, viz. that 1ſrael ſhould be 
celiver'd with Him into the hands of the 
Philiſtines, and that on the morrow He, 
and his Sens ſhould be in the ſtare of the 
Dead, which doubtleſs is meant by the ex- 
preſſion, that [ they ſhould be with Him! 
which conzngent particulars, how con:ld 
the Cozency and her cenfederate foretell, 
if there were nothing in it extraordinary 
and preternatural ? It hath indeed been a 
great diſpute among Interpreters, whether 


the 
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the real Samuel was raiſed , or the Devit } 
in his likeneſs > Moſt later Writers ſup” 
poſe it to have been an evil Spirits 
upon the ſuppoſition. tha: good and. 
baypy ſouls can never return hither from 
their c@:eſfial abodes, and they arc not cer- 
tainly at the beck, and call of an impious ' 


Hagg. Bur then thoſe of the other de 


urge, that the Pi:ty of the words that were 
ſpoke, and the ſeaſonable reproof given to 
deſpairing Saul are indications (ufficient + 
that they come nor from Hell 5 and eſpeci- 
ally they think the Propheſie of circumſtan- + 


ces very accidental to be an argument, | 


that it was not utter'd by any of the infer- 
nal prediffors, And for the ſuppoſal that 
is the ground of hat interpretation , "tis 
judged exceedingly precariomw 35 for who 
aith that happy departed ſouls were never 
mployed in any miniſtries here below ? 
And thoſe diſſenters are ready to ask a 
reaſon, why they may not be ſent ingneſla- 
ges to Earth, as well as thoſe of the Anze-| + 
lica! Order? They are nearer allyed to our 
Natures, andupon that account more #7- 
timately concern'd in our affairs z and the 
example of returning Lazarus is evidence 
of the thing de fatto, Beſides which, that 


it 
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it was the real Samnri they think made 
probable by the opinion of Feſus Syrac, 
Ecclicſ. XLVI. xix, xx. who ſaith of him, 
That after his death he propheſied and ſhew. 
ed the King his end: which alſo is likely 
from the circumſtance of the womans 
aſtoniſhment, and crying our when ſhe 
ſaw him, intimating her furprize , in that 
the power of God had over-ruled her 
#nchantments , and ſent another than ſhe 
expected. And they conceive there 15 no 
more incongruity in ſuppoſing God ſhould 
ſend Samnel to rebuke Saul for this his lak 
folly, and to predi&t his inſtant ruine, than 
in his interpoling El:as eo the meſſengers of 
Ahazias when he ſent to Beelzebub, Now 
if it were the real Samnel , as the Letter 
\ expreſleth, (and the obvious ſenſe is to be 
followed when there is no cogent reaſon to 
decline it) he was not raiſed by the power 
of the Witthes Inchantments, but came on 
that accalion in a Divine Errand. But 
yet attempts and endeavours to raiſe her 
Familiar Spirit (though at thar time over- 
ruled) are arguments that it had veen her 
cuſtomto do ſv. Or it it were as the other 
fide concludes, the Devil in the ſhape of 
Samnez, her Diabolical Confederacy 1s yet 
more palpable. By 


e 
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By all this it is evident, that there were 
WITCHES in ancient times under the 
Diſpenſation of the Law, and thar there 


were ſuchin the Times of the Geſpe! allo, | 
will not be. much more difficult ro make | 


good, I had a late occaſion to ſay ſome- 


thing abour this, in a Letter to a perſon of: 
the higheſt honour, from which I (ſhall now 
borrow ſome things to my preſent pur- 


pole. 


I ſay then (2,) That there were com-. 


patts with evil Spirits in thoſe times allſo,; 
is methinks intimaced ſtrongly in that ſay- 
ing of the Tews concerning our Saviowr, 
That he caſt ont Devils by Beelzebub ; in 
his return to which, he denies not the ſup- 
poſition or poſſibility of the thing in gene-/ 
ral, but clears himſelf by an appeal ro the 
actions of their own children, whom they 
would not task ſo ſeverely, And I cannot 
very well underſtand why thoſe times 


= 


ſhould be priviledg'd from WUJTCH- 


CUAIFT, and D1abolical compatts, more 
than they were from Foſſefiens, which we 
khow were thermore frequent (for ought 
appears to the contrary) than ever they 
were before or ſince, But beſides this, 
There are intimations plain enough in the 

Apsv- 


| 
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Apoſiles Writings of the being of Sorce- 
ry _ UUJTCHCKAF T. St. Paul 
reckons Witchcraft next 1dolatry, in his 
Catalegue of the works of the fle(h, Gal: 
V. xx, an« tlie Sorcerers are again joyn'd 
with /dolaters in that ſad Denunciation, 
Rev. XX', vii, and a little after , Rev, 
XXll.xv. They arc recxon'd again among 
Idolaiers, Murderers, and thoſe others that 
are w:{hout, And mcthin\s the {toryPot 
Simon Magus, and his Diabolical Oppoſe 
tions of rc Geſpel in its beg! pnings, (hou'd 
afford clear conviction, To all w -hich, [ 
adde this more gencralconlideration. 

(:.) Tar chou! 7h the New Teſtament 
had mcniion'd not hing of this matter, yet 
its flexce in ſuch caſcs, is not ar gumenta- 
tive. Our Saviour ſpake as he had occaſion, 


- and tlic thouſandrh part of what he 47d, and 


N 


ſaid, is not recorded, as one of his Hiltori- ' 


ans intimates, He faid nothing of thole 
large unknown Trads of America , nor 
gave hc any intimations of as much as the 
Exiſi «ice of that numeroxs pcop'e 3 much 
leſs did he leave i»ſtrufions about their 
converſion. He gives no account of the 
affairs and fate of the ether world, but on- 
ly that gen:ral one of the happineſs of ſome, 


and 


—— 


Magnalia of Nature, and all the myſteries 
: G 
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and the mi ety of others, He made no 
diſcovery of the magnalia of Art, or Na- 
zwrez no, not of thoſe, whereby the pro» 
pagation of the Goſpel might have been 
much advanced, viz, the Myſtery of Print» 
ing, and the Magnet ; and yer no qne uſeth 
his ſilence in theſe inſtances as an argu+ 
ment againſt the being of things, which -/ 
arc evident objetts of ſenſe, I confels , the 
omiſſion of ſome of theſe parriculars is 
pretty ſtrange, and unaccountable , and 
concludes our i#gn9rence of the reaſons, 
and menages of - Providence ; but I ſup- 
poſe, nothing elſe, * | 

Thus Sir, tothe FIRST. But the other 
pretence alſo muſt be examined, | 

(2) [Miracles are ceaſt , therefore the 
preſumed attions of Witchcraft are tales, 
and illuſrons. | To make a due return to 
this, we muſt conſider a great and diffi- 
cult Problem, which is, what i a real Mi+ 
racle * And for anſwer to this weighty 
Queſtion, I think, 

(1,) Thar it is not the frangeneſs , or 
wnacconntableneſs of the thing doxe fimply, 
from whence we are toconclude a Miracle, 
Forthen, we are o to account of all the 


of 
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of thoſe honeſt Arts, which we do not 
underſtand. Nor, (2) is this the Criterion 
of a Miracle that *tis concluded beyond all 
natural powers ; for we are ignorant of the 
extent, and bounds of Natures ſphere, and 
poſibilities : And it this were the chara- 
fer, and eſſential mark of a Miracle, we 
could not know what was ſo ; except we 
could determine the extent of natural cau- 
Jalitizs, and fix their bounds , and be able 
to ſay to Naturg , Hitberto canſt Thou go, 
and no {urther, And he that makes this his 
meaſure whereby to jud2e a Miracle, is 
himſelf the greateſt Miracle of knowledge, 
or immodeſty, Beſides , though an effeR 
may tranſcend really all the powers of 
meer nature, yet there is a world of ſpirits 
that muſt be raken into our account, And as 
to them alſo, I ſay, (3) Every thing is not 
a Miracle that is done by Agents ſupernatu- 
al. There is no doubt but that Ew1l ſpirits 


can make wonderful combinations Of natural '" 


cauſes , and perhaps pertorm many things 
immediately which are prodi7ions , and be- 
yond the longeſt line of Nature. Bur yet 
Theſe are not therefore to be called Mira- 
cles ; for, They are SACRED WONDER), 
and ſuppoſe the POWER 1 be DIVINE. 

Put 
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But how ſha!l the pewer be known to be 
ſo, when we fo little underſtand the capa- 
cities, and extent of the abilities of lower. 
Agents» The Anſwer to this Qneſtion will 
diſcover the Criterion of Miracles, which 
mult be ſuppoſed: ro have all the former 
particulars;(They are unaccountable beyond 
the pewers of meer nature, and done by A-. 
on ſupernatural) and to theſe muſt be 
uperadded, (4.) That they have peca- 
liar circumſtances that ſpeak them of a 
Divine original, Their mediare Authors 
declare them to be ſs, and they are alwayes 
perſons of Simplicity, Truth, and Holineſs, 
voia of Ambition, and all ſecular Deſrens. 
They ſeldom uſe Ceremonies , or natura 
Applications, and yer ſurmount all the 
Ativities of knewn nature. They work 
thole wonders, not to raile admiration, ot 
out of the v4»#ty to be talk'r of, but to ſeal > 
and confirm ſome divine Dottrine, or Come 


. miſlion, in which the 200d, and happineſs 


of the world is concern'd, I ſay , by ſuch 
tircumſtances as theſe , wonderful actions 
are own to be from a Divine caule, and 
that makes, and diſtinguiſberh a Miracle, 
And thus Iam prepared for an avſwer 
to the 0bjefion, ro which I make this 
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brief return , That though VVITCHES 
by their Confederate Spirit do thoſe odde, 
and aſtoniſhing things we believe of them, 
yet are they no Miracles, there being evi. 
dence enough from.ghe badneſs of their 
lives, and the ridiculous ceremonies of 
their performances, from their malice and 
miſchievors deſigns, that the POWER that 
works , and the end for which thoſe things 
are done, is not Divine, but Diabolical, 
And by ſingular providence they are not 
ordinarily permitted, as much as to pretend 
to any new ſacred Diſcoveries in matters 
, of Religion, orto att any thing for con- 
—firmation of Dottrinal Impoſtures. So that 
whether Miracles are ceaſed, or not, theſe 
arenope. And that ſuch Miracles as are 
only ſtrange , and wn«ccountable perfor- 
mances, above the common methoas of art 
or nature are not ceas'd , we have a late 
great evidence inthe famous GRE ATRAK; 
concerning whom it will not be imperti- 
nentto adde the following account which 
had in a Letter from the Reverend Dr, K, 
Dean of EC. a perſon of great veracity, 
and a Philoſopher, This learned Gentle- 
man then is pleaſed thus to write. 

© The great difſc@urſe nowat the Coffee- 
Houles, 


= 2 
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© Houſes, and every where, is about Mr, - 
*6. the famous 7r1ſb Stroker , concerning 
*whom it is like you expect an account 
*from me; He undergoes various cen: 
*{ures here, ſome take him to be a Conju+ 
*rer, and ſome an Tmpeſtor , but others 
© again adore him as an Apoſtle, I confeſs 
© Ithink the man is free froth all deſszn, of 
*avery agreeable converſation, not addit- ) 
*edto any Yice, nor toany Set, or Party, 


. 4 / S 
_ *but is, I believe, a ſincere Proteſtant, 1 © 


* was three weeks together with him at my 
* Lord Conwayes, and ſaw him, I think, lay' 
* hishands upon a thouſand perſons ; and 
* really there is ſome thing in it more then 
* ordinary 3 but I am convinc'd itis not! 
* miraculous. 1 have [cen pains ſtrangely! 
* fly before his hand till he hath chaſed) 
*them out of the body , dimneſs cleared, 
*and deafneſs cured by his touch ; twenty 
perſons at ſeveral times in Fits of the! 
* Falling Sickneſs , were in two orthree 
*minutes brought to themſelves , fo as to! 
*re]l where their pain was, and then he! 
* hath purſued ic till he hath driven it out , 
*ar ſome extream part 3 Running Sores | 
* of the Kings Evil dryed up , and Ker- 
* nels brouzht to a Suppuration by his hand, 
3 * prievous 


/ 
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* grievous Sores of many months date, in 
© few dayes healed, abſtruttions, and Stop- 
© pings removed, Cancerows Knots in the 
© breaſt diſſolved, 8&c, 

© But yer I have many reaſons to per- 
© {wade me, that nothing of all this is mi- 
* raculows ; He pretends not to give Teſti-. 
© mony to any Dodtrine, the manner of his 
© operation (peaks it to be natural, the cure 
© {eldom ſucceeds withour reiterated 
© zouches, his Patients often relapſe, he fails 
* frequently, he can donothing wherethere 
© is any Decay in nature, and many Diſftem. 
© pers are not at all obedient to his rouch, 
© Sotharl confe(s, I refer all his vertue to 


"© his particular remper and complexion, and 


\ 


* Itake his $p#rits to be a kinde of Elixir, 
* and #niverſal Ferment, and that he cures 
* (as Dr, A, expreſleth it) by a ſanative 
Contagion. 

This Sir, was the Firft Account of the 
Healer, T had from that Reverend Perſon, 
which with me {17nihes more, then the at- 
zeſt ations of multitudes of ordinary Repor- 
ters; and no doubt but it will do (o like- 
wiſe,with all that know that excellent mans 
fingular integrity and judgment, Bur be- 
fidesthis, upon my inquiry into ſome other 
; | Par- 
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articulars about this matter, I received 
theſe further Informations, | 
© Asfor Mr. G. what opinion he bath of 
© his own Gift,” and how he came to know, + 
*it > ] anſwer, He hath a different appre- 
henſion of ir from yours, and mine, and 
1] * certainly believing it to be an immediate. 
© Gift from heaven 3 and 'tis no wonder, 
© for he is no Phil:ſopher, And you will 
© wonder leſs, when you hear how he came 
*toknow it, as I have often received it 
*from his own mouth, About three or four 
© years azohe had a ſtrong impulſe upon his: 
* ſpirtt, that continually perſued him what-| 
\ | © everhe wasabourt, athis Byſneſs, or De-: 
* votion, alone, or in company , that ſpake 
| *to him by this 7»ward ſuzgeſtion [1 have? & 
; | given thee the gift of caring the Evil, ]' 
© This ſaggeſtion was ſo importunate , thar 
* he complained to his Wife , That he 
> | © thought he was haunted : She appre-/. 
, | ©hendedit as an extrawagancy of Fancy, | 
© but he told her he believed there was 
* more in it, and was reſolved to try. He |: 
*did not long want opportunity, There 
* was a neighbour of his grievouſly affi- , 
*&ed with the Kings- Evil, He ſtroked her, | 
*and the effeR ſucceeded. And for abour a 
| G 4 ws ewelve- v 
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© rwelve-month together he pretended to 
c . 
. cure no other Diſtemper. But then the 
. Ague being very rite in the Neighbour- 
. hood, the ſame 1mpulſe efter the ſame 
. manner ſpoke within him, [7 have given 
_ thee the gift of curing the Ague ; | and 
. meeting. with perſons in their F#rs , and 
taking them by the hand , or laying his 
Frand apon their Breaſts , the Age left 
them, Abour- half a year after the accu- - 
c 
_ ſtomed Impulſe became more general, 
and ſuggeſted to him [ 7 have given thee 
+ © the gift of Healing : and then he at- 
c . . . 
. tempted all Diſcaſes indifferently. And 
. thongh he ſaw ſtrange effects , yer he 
- doubted whether the cauſe were any 
. vertue that came from him, or the peo- 
. ples fancy: To convince him of his #n- 
credulity, as he lay one night in bed, one 
* of his hands was ſtruck dead, and the 
* uſual 1z-palſe ſuggeſted ro him to make 
_ tryal of his vertue upon himſelf, which 
he Cid, ſtroking it with his other hand, 
* and then ir immediately returned to its 
* former livelineſs, Ttis was repeated 


4 . b . 
_ two or three nights (or mornings) to- 
gether, 


© This 
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© This is his Relation, and I believe 
© there is ſo much fincerity in the perſon, 
* that he tells no more than what he be- 
© lieves to be #rwe, To ſay that this Impulſe 
© too was but a reſult of his temper, and 
© that it is but like Dreams that are uſually 
© according to mens conſtitutions, doth not 
© ſeem a probable account of the Pheno- 
© menon. Perhaps ſome may think it more . | 
flikely, that ſome Geni«s who underſtood 
*the ſanative vertue of his Complexion, 
* and the readineſs of his minde, and abi- 
* lity of his body , to put. it in execution, 
* might give him notice of that which 0- 
therwite might have been for ever un- | 
© knownto him, and ſo the Gift of God | 
© had been to no purpoſe, | 

This Sir, is my Learned and Reverend 
Friends Relatien, and | judge his RefletFi- 
ons as ingenious, as his report is ſincere. I 
ſhall ſay no more abour ir bur thi , thar 
many of thoſe matzers of Fatt, have been | 


lince critically inſpeed and ,examined by 
ſeveral ſagacious and deep ſearches of the | 
ROYAL SOCIETY, whom we 
may ſuppoſe as unlikely to be deceived by 
a contrived Impoſture, as any perſons ex- | 
tant, | 
And 
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And now, Sir, *tis fir that I relieve your 

patience 3 and I ſhall do ſo, when I have 
ſaid, that Tow can abundantly prove, whar 
I have thus attempted todefend : And that 
among the many Obligations your Conntry 
hath to you, for the Wiſdom and Diligence 
of your Endeavours in its ſervice 3 your 
Trgenious Induſtry for the Detefting of 
thoſe Yule Pratticers, isnot the leaſt con- 
fiderable, To which I will adde no more, 
bur the Confeſf:on who itis that hath given 
you all this trouble 3 which I know you 
are ready to pardon, to the reſpeR and 
good Intentions of 


SIR, 
Tonr Aﬀettionate ad Obliged 


Honoarer and Servant, 
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To the Right Honourable, 


WILLIAM, 


Lord Brereton. 


My Lord, 


HE ENTERTAINMENTS your | 


Lordſhips Diſcourſe hath often gi- | 
ven me in matters of the beſt conſequence, | 


have left a reliſh on my minde , which tis | 


a pleaſure ro me ro remember and ac- 


knowledge. And certainly, of all the mat- | 


ters the various, and buſie minde of man 
imployes it ſelf in, there is nothing more 


agreeable, and importing, than the enqui- | 
ries of the.other world, about which your | 


Lordſhip is ſo much, and fo affettionately 


concern'd. indeed, as things are for the | 


preſent, the LAND of SPIRITS is a 
kinde of AMERICA, and not well diſco- 
ver'd Region ; yea, it ſtands in the Map of 


{ 
3 


| 


_ 


humane Science like unknown Tratts, | 
fill'd up with Mountains, Seas, and Mon- | 


ſters :. 


: 
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ſfters : For we meet with little in-the 7m- |} 48 
material Hemiſphere , but Doubts, Uncer. I} tit 
taintigs, and Fables; and whether we | a 
owe our ignorance in theſe matters, to the tal 
nature of the things themſelves , or tothe 
miſtakes and /kothof thoſe that have enqui- nc 
red about them, 1 leave ro your Lordſhips |} 4 
» happy ſagacity to determine, Only, per- Fl 
haps more of the ſupra mundane light had &, | "! 
ſhone in upon us, but for Superſtition, De. \' | $ 
ſþair , and the wranelings of the Schools, a 
And didthe SOCIETY of which your ſ 
Lordſhipis an illuſtrious Member, dire& J 
ſomeof is wary, and- luciferous enquiries C 
towards the World of Spirits, I believe we ' 
ſhould have other kinde of Mezaphyſicks, | 
than thoſe are taught by men that love to 
write great Volumns, and to be ſubr:i a- 
bout.zothinzs, For we know not any thing | 
of the world we live in, but by exper4- 
ment , and the Phanomena; and there is 
the ſame way of ſpcculating immaterial 
nature, by extraordinary Events and Ap- 
paritions, which poſhbly might-be impro- 
ved to notices notcontemptible, were there 
a Canious, and Fairbful Hiſtory made of 
thoſe certain and uncommon appearances, 
Ar leaſt it would be a ſtanding evidence 
againſt 
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againſt SADDUCISM, to which 
the preſent Age is ſo unhappily diſpoſed, 
and a ſenſible Argument of our Immor- 
tality. 

NOW though you, My Lord are in 
no danger of that cold and deſperate Diſ- 
eaſe, the Disbelief of Spirits and Appari- 
tiows ; nor nced confirmation in the Ar- 
ricle of our furure exiſtence, yer being in- 
gaged by my promiſe, and more by my 
deſire of ſerving you, to {end your Lord- 
ſhip the Story of the DRUMMER ar Mr, 
MOMPESSONS houle at Tedworth, (one 
of the moſt remarkable ones in our time 
for the confirmation of that great affair) 
| have now at length put the moſt of thoſe 
particulars I could obrain, into your hands z 
which I had ſooner done , bur that I have 
been in a long expcQation of additional 
circumſtances, which Mr. Mompeſſon pro- 
miſed me, Bur bis occaſions it {ſeems have 
hindered the performance z and mine by 
reaſon of the diſtance of our abodes,would 
not permit perſonal ſolicitations , . which 
poſſibly might have expegitec. rhe marter, 
To which 1 might adde , *My Lord , that 
a perſon intimarely concerned in it , Was 


i 


F 


unwilling Mr, M, ſhould meddle any more - | 


with 


L 
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with Relations, leſt thereby the troubleſome 
gueſt ſhould be awakened to an unwelcome 
return z which fear though perhaps bur a 
panick, had yet an intereſt in the fruſtra- 
ting my expectations of the defired Addi- 
tionals. That which I had from the Gen- 
tleman himſclt, I now ſend your Lordſhip 
inthe ſubſequent Relarion, which you may 
pleaſe to take as follows. 


——— — —— — 
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a ASTER FOHN MOMPESSON 

I of Tedworth in Wiltſhire , being 

j- | about the middle of March, in the year 

1 | 1661. at a neighbouring Town , called 

p | Zudgarſhal, heard a Drum beat there, and 

y | being concerned as a Commiſſion Officer in 

the Militia, he enquired of the Bayliffe 

of the Town , at whoſe Houſe he then 

was, what it meant. The Bayliffe rold him, 

that they had for ſome dayes been troubled 

by that /dle Drummer, who demanded mo- 

ney of the Conſtable by vertue of a pre- 

tended paſs, which he thought was coun- 

terfcir, Upon this Information Maſter 

Mompeſſon ou for the fellow , and asFr 

him, by what Astbority he went up and 

down the Countrey in that manner, de- * 

R | manding money , and keeping a clutter 

with his Drum £ The Drummer anſwered, | 

he had good Authority , and produced his 

paſs, with a warrant under the hands of *' 

Sir William Cawly, and Colonel Ayliffe of * 

Gretexham. Theſe papers diſcover'd the 

knavery, fqr Mr. Mompeſſon knowing thoſe 

Gentlemens hands , found that his pals, 

and warrans were forgeri*s ; and __ 
H the 
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the diſcovery, commanded the vagrent.ty 
pur off his Dram, and charged the Con- 
ſtable to carry him to the next Fuſtice of 
Peace, to puniſh him according to the de- 
ſert of his T»ſolence and Roguery. The fel. 
low then confeſt the cheaz , and begg'd 
earneſtly for his Drum, But Mr. Mom- 
peſſon told him, that if he underſtood from 
Collonel Ayliffe, whole Drummer he pre. 
tended to be, that he had been an honeſt 
man, he ſhould have it again z bur thatin 
_ the interim he would ſecure it, So he left 
the Drum with the Bayliffe,and the Dram- 
mer in the Conſtables hands ; who it 
ſeems after, upon intreaty, let him go. 
About the midſt of April following, 
when Mr. M. was preparing for a Journey 
to London, the Bayliffe ſent the Drumto 
his houſe ; and being returried , his Wike 
told him , that they had been much at- 
frighted in the night by Th:eves, in his abs 
ſence, and that the Houſe had like to have 
been broken up. He had not been at home 
above three nights , when the ſame noiſe 
returned that had diſturbed his Family 
when he was abroad : It was a very great 
+ knocking at his Doors, and the our-fides of 
his Houſe, Mr, A, aroſe , and =_ 2 
race 
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to | brace of Piſtols in his hands , went up and 
n- | down, ſcarching for the cauſe of the Di- | 
of |} ſturbance, He open'd the door, wherethe : 
& | great knocking was , and preſently the 
l- | noiſe was at another : he opened that alſo, ' 
'd | and wentforth , rounding his Houſe , bur | 
m- | could diſcover nothing ; only he ſtill heard | 
m | a ſtrange noile , and hol/ow ſound z but | 
e- | could not perceive what was the occaſion | 
elt F of it, VVhen he was returned to his Bed, 
in| thenoiſe was a thumping and Drummind 
eft | on the top of his Houſe, which continued | 


”-{ a good ſpace, and then by degrees went 

t | off intothe Air. - 

After this 11 would come 5 nights to- 

8, | gether, andabſenc it (elf 3, knocking ve- 

e& | ry hard on the out-lides of the Houſe, 
Of which is, moſt of ic of Board, This Is | 
ite 8 did conſtantly as they were going to ſleep, 
a- | either carly or late. After a months racket | 
ab4#} without, 7t came into che room where the | 
awe | Dram lay, where it would be 4 or 5 nights 
me in 7, making great hollow ſounds, and fen- 
ile $ fibly ſhaking the Beds and Windows. 78 | 
uly | would come within half an hour after they |. 
eaty were in Bed , and ſtay almoſt rwo, The 

soff ſign of irs approach was an hurling inthe * 
Air oyer the Houſe ; and at its receſs they | 
H 2 ſhould 
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ſhould hear a Drum beat, like the break- 
ing up of a Guard. Ir continued in this 
Room for the ſpace of rwo months ; the 
Gentleman himſelf lying there to obſerve 
It : and though ir was very troubleſome in 
thefore-pare of the night , yet after two 
hours diſturbance , it would deſiſt and 
leave all in quietneſs : Ar which time per- 
haps the Laws of the Black Sectety requi- 


red its preſence at the general RendeRwous 


elſewhere. | 
About this time the Gentleman's Wie 
was brought to Bed z the noiſe came a 
little that night ſhe was in Travail , bur 
then forbore for three weeks till ſhe had 
recover'd ſtrength, After this civil ceſſati- 
on, itreturned ina ruder manner than be- 
fore , applyinz wholly to the younger 
Children z whoſe Bed(teads it would beat 
with that violence, that all preſent would 
expect, when they would fall in pieces, 
Thoſe | thar laid rh:ir hands upon them, 
could feel no blows , but perceived them 
to ſhake excecdingly, It would for an 
hour together beat, what they call 
ROUNDHEADS and CUCKOLDS — 
the TATTOO, and ſeveral other Points 
of Warre, and that as dexteroully as 
any 
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any Drummer. After which it would ger 
under the Bed, and ſcratch there as if it! 
had Iron Tallons, It would lift the Chil- 
dren up in their Beds, follow them from, 
one room to another, and for a while ap-) 
plycd to none particularly bur them. * 

There was a Cockloft in the Houſe 
which had been obſerved hitherto to be 
untroubled z thither they removed their 
children, putting them to bed while it was, 
fair. day : and yer they were no ſooner co®. 
vered , but the wnwelcome Yiſfitant was 
come, and played his Tricks as before. 

On the 5th, of Nowemb, 1662. it kept 
a mighty noiſe , and one of the Gentle- 
mans Servants obſerving ewo Boards in! 
the Childrens room that ſeemed to move, 
he bid ir give him one of them, and pre-| 
ſently the Foard came within a yard of: 
him, The Fellow added, Nay, let me have: 
itin my hand: upon which it was ſhufr' 

uire home, The man thruſt it back, and 
the Demon returned it to him, and ſo from 
one to another ar leaſt 20 times together, 
tillthe Gentleman forbad his Servant ſuch! 
Familiarities, Thar morning ir left a Sul-/ 
pharows ſmell behind ir,very diſpleaſant,and. 
offenſive ; which poſſibly, My Lord, ſome! 
H 3 would 
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would conje&ture to be a ſmack of the bitu- 


nious waults, to which we may ſuppoſe the 
vehicles of thoſe impure Spiritsto be near- 
ly allyed;. Ar night the Miniſter of the 
place; one Mr. Cregge, and many of the 
Neighbours came to the Houſe, and went 
to prayer at the Childrens Bed-fide, where 
ar thartime tf was very troubleſome , and 
loud. During the time of Prayer it with. 
drew into the Cockloft, but the Service be- 
ing ended, it returned ; and in the 4ght 
and preſence of the company, the Chatrs 
walked about the Room , the Childrens 
Shooes were thrown over their heads , and 
every looſe thing moved about the Cham- 
ber : Alſo a Bed-ſtaffte was thrown art rhe 
Miniſter, which hit him on the Leg, bur fo 
favonrably , that a lock of Wooll could 
not have fallen more ſoftly. And a circum- 
ſtance more was obſerv'd, viz. that it-ne- 
ver in the leaſt roul'd , nor mov'd from 
the place where it lighted, 
The Gentleman perceiving that 7t {0 
mucl1 perſecuted the little Children, lodg'd 
them out at a Neighbours Houſe, and took 
his eldeſt Daughter , who was about 10 
years of Age, into his own Chamber; 
| where 
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where 7t had not been in a month before; 
But no ſooner was ſhe in Bed , bur the ©. 
troubleſome Gueſt was with her, atid con-' 
tinued his unquiet viſits for the ſpace of 
three weeks, during which time it would, 
bear the Drum, and exactly anſwer any! 
Tune that was knock'r, or call'd for. The: 
Houſe where the Gentleman had lodged. 
his Children being full of Strangers ,; he: 
was forced to take them home again 3 and, 
becauſe they had never obſerved any di-/ 
ſturbance in the Parlor, he laid them there, 
where alſo their old Viſitant found thetn 
but at this time troubled them no other- 
wiſe than by plucking them by the hair, 
and night-cloathes, | 
1t would ſometimes lift up the Servants 
with their Beds, and lay them down again 
gently withour any more prejudice,than the - 
fright of being carried to the Drummers 
Quarters. And at other times it would 
lie like a great weight upon their Feet. 
'Twas obſerved, that when the noiſe! 
was loudeſt, and came with the moſt ſud- 
dain, and ſurprizing violence, yet no Dog 
would move. The knocking was oft {0 
boyſterous and rude , that it hath been, 


heard ar a con(iderable diſtance in the 


H 4 Fields, 
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Fields, and awakened the Neighbours in 
the Village, none of which live very near 
this houſe. 

About the latter end of Decemb, 1662, 
The Drummings were leſs frequent , and 
the noiſe the Fiend made, was a gingling 
as it had been of money z occalioned, as 
'ewas thought, by ſome diſcourſe of an 
antient Gentlewoman, Mother to Mr. M, 
(who was one day ſaying to a Neighbour 
that talked of Fairies leaving money, That 
ſhe ſhould like it well , if it would leave 
them ſome to make amends for the trouble 
it made them) for that night there was a 
great chinking of money all rhe houle 
over ; buthe that roſe earlicſt next morn- 
ing, was ne're a groat the richer. After 
this it defiſted from its ruder noiſes, and 
pnoyed it ſelf about lktle apeſþ Tricks, 
and leſs troubleſome Caprichio's.On Chriſt. 
2145- Eve, an hour before day , one of the 
lictle Boyes ariſing our of his Bed , was 
hit Qn a ſore place in his Heel, by che latch 
of the Door, which the waegifh Demos 
had pluckt out and thrown at him, The 
Pin that faſtned it was ſo ſmall, that *rwas 
for the credit of his Opticks, rhar he pick't 
- trout without Candle light, The night at- 

rer 
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ter Chriſkmas-Day 1t threw all the old 
Gentlewomans Cloaths about the Room, 
and hid her Bible in the Aſhes. In ſuch 
impertinent Iudricous fegaries, it was fre- 

uent- And ſuch paſlages are to me confi- 
derable intimations that the Jmps| of 
Witches , and other troubleſome appearing 
Spirits, are not alwayes Devils, as I have 
ah in my Conſiderations about Witch- 
craft, 

After thi the Spirit was very troubleſome 
toa Servantof Mr, Mompeſſons, who was 
a ſtout Fellow, and of ſober converſation, 
In the Relationof whoſe vexations, I'beg 
your Lordſhips leave to be a littlelefs ſo- 
lemn, This gameſter then hadthe hardineſs 
to lye within during the greateſt diſtur- 
bance, His Maſter permitted him to give 
this proof of his Courage, and lodg'dhim 
in the next room to his own, There |was 
Fohn engariſen'd , and provided for! the 
aſſault with a :rſty Sword, and other im- 
plements of War. And for ſome time there 
was ſcarce a night paſt , without ſome 
doubry action —_ encounter, in which the 
ſucceſs was various, One while Fobn's 
bag and baggage would be in the Ene- 
mics power , Dowblet and Breeches ſorpet- 
zed, 
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zed, and his Shoots raiſed in rebellion a: 


gainſt him; and then /aſty Fob» by Dint | 


of Weapon recovers all again , ſupprel- 
ſeth the inſurrefFion of his Shooes , and 
holds his own in ſpighe of Satan, and the 
Drummer, And for the moſt part our 
Combarant came oft with honour and ad- 
vantage , except when his enemy out- 
watch'd and ſurprized him, and then he's 
made a priſoner , bound hand and foor, 
and at the mercy of the Goblin ; till he 
hath got the opportunity of recovering his 
Diabolicel Blade, and then our Champion 
is in good plight again, Sometimes the 
Scuffle was ſo great atid /oud, that Mr. M. 
himſelf was fain ro come in to Fohn's al- 
fiſtance, which he took in very ill part, as 
a diſtruſt of his courage 3 as it he were 
not {ingly able ro deal with the Devil, who 
i5 a very Coward, and fights with the diſ- 
advantage of a Chain at his Heels, After 
thefe contraſts, Sir Tho, Benner's Son whoſe 
workman the Drammer had ſometimes 
been; came tothe houſe, and told Mr, M. 
fome words that he had ſpoken , which ir 
ſeems was not well reſented ; for as ſoon 
asthey were in bed, the Dram came with 
a mighty rartle : the Gentleman aroſe and 


call'd 
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call'd hisman to him, who lay with Fohn g 
and no ſooner was Mr. Bennets Servant 
gone, bur there came a ruſhing noiſe as if 
it had been a Gentlewoman 1n Silk , ro 
Fohns bed-ſide, Our Champion takes the 
Alarm, and catches at his Sword to aſſault 
the Lady, contrary to all the rules of 
Knigtbt errantry, 'T was with much difh- 
culty and tugging that he got it into his 
poſleſſion : for it ſeems the Aiery Damoſel 
was not willing to be courted with Fobn's 
Cutting Complements : Bur being poſleſt 
of that areadful Blade, the Amazon of the 
Aire withdrew her ſelf from the danger of 
his provoked ire, and left the Champion 
to admire the effecs of his courage. But 
enough of plaiſance upon the occaſion of 
Fohn's Chivalry, and Encounters, 

By ſeveral inſtances it hath been diſco- 
ver'd, that this Spirit was afraid of a Wea- 
pon, or at leaſt pretended tobe ſo; for 
when they uſeda Sword, it alwayes cauti- 
ouſly avoided, And of this my Lord, I 
have given an'account elſewhere. 

Abour the beginning of Far. 1662. 
They were wont to hear a ſinging in the 
Chimney, before 1t came down. And one 
nizht abour thistime, Lights were ſcen y 

nc 
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the Houſe 3 one of which came'into Mr, 
Mompeſſons Chamber, which ſeemed blue 
and glimmering, and cauſed a grear ſiff- 
neſs in their cyes that ſaw «, An intimati- 
on that this Demon had its w:bicle from 
the bituminous Mines of the lower Regions, 
After the light, ſomething was heard com- 
ing vp the Stairs, as if it had been ſome 
_ one without Shooes. The light was alſo 
4 or 5 times ſeen in the Childrens Cham. 
ber 3 and the Maids confidently athrm, 
that rhe doors were ar lealt ren times open- 
ed, and (hut m their fight. They heard a 
noiſe at the ſame time when the Doors 
were opened, as if half a dozen had en- 
rred in together, After which ſome were 
heard to walk about the room , and one 
rulled as if it had been in Silk. The like 
Mr. M. himſelf once heard, 

During the time of the knocking, when 
- many were preſent , a Gentleman of the 
company ſaid , Satan, If the Drummer 
fer thee a work, give three knocks and no 
more, which ir did very diſtin@ly , and 
ſtopr.. Then the Gentleman knock, to ſee 
if it would anſwer him as it was wont, bur 
ic remained quier. He further tryed it the 
{ame'way, bidding it , for confirmatton, 


if 
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if it were the Drammer, to give 5 knocks 
and no more that night , which it did ac- 
cordingly, and was {ilent all the night af- 
ter. This was done in the preſence of Sir 
Tho, Chamberlain of Oxfordſhire, and (e- 
veral others. 

On Saturday morning, Fan. 10, an 
hour before day the Drum was beaten up- 
on the our-ſides of Mr. Mempeſſons Cham+ 
ber, from whence ir went to the other 


- end of the Houfe , where ſome Gentle- 


men, Strangers, lay, playing ar their door, 
and without, 4 or 5 ſeveral Tunes, and ſo 
went off into the Air, | 

The next night a Smith of the Village 
lying with Fobn, they heard a noiſe in thi 
room , as if one had been ſhooing of a 


: Horſe there 4 and ſomewhat came as is 


were with a pair of Pincers , and ſnipt at 
the Smiths Noſe moſt part of the Night, | 

One morning Mr. Mompeſſon riſing 
early ro go a Journey, heard a great noiſe 
below, where the Children lay , and run- 
ning down wich a Piſtol in his hand, heard 


this voice, 4 Witch, a Witch, as they had 
alſo heard ir once before z bur upon his 


entrance all was quiet. Having one nighe 
played ſome little pranks at Mr, _—_ 
on" 


| 


the third Chapter of S$, Mark,in which there 
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ſow's Beds feet , it went into another Bed, 
where lay one of his Daughters , where 
It paſled from fide to fide , and lifted 
her up as it went under her, Ar that 
time there were three kindes of noiſes 
inthe Bed. They endeavourcd to thruſt ar 
It with a Sword , but it very carefully a- 
voided them , {till skippins under the 
Childe, when they were ready to thruſt, 
The night after 1: came panting , like a 
Dog out of breath 3 upon which one 
took a Beditaff ro knock , which was ta- 
ken out of her hand, and thrown away, 
Upon this company came up, and pre- 
ſently the room was filled with a b1oo 
noiſome (mel! , and was very hot, thoug 
without Fire, and in midſt of a very ſharp 
and ſevere Winter. 1: continued in the 
Bed, panting, and ſcratching an hour and 
half, andthen went into the next Cham- 
ber, where it knockt a little, and ſecmed 
to rattle a chain, Thus ir did for two or 
three nights rogether, 

After this the old Gentlewomans Bible 
was found in che Aſhes open , the paper 
ſide being downwards. Mr. Mompeſion 
took it up, and obſerved thar it lay open at 


$ 
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mention is of the #xclean ſpirits falling 
down before our Sawiour ; of his giving 
pew'r tothe 12 19 caſt out Devils , and of 
the Scribes opinion , that he caſt thems our 
through Beelzebub, The next night they 
ſtrewed aſhes over the Chamber, to fee 
what impreſſions it would leave, And in 
the morning , found in one place the re- 
ſemblance of a great Claw, in another of a 
leſſer z ſome Letters in another , which 
they could make nothing of z beſides many 
Circles and Scratches in the Aſhes : all 
which 1 ſuppoſe were {udicroms devices, 
by which the [por1ful D4mox made paſtime 
with humane 7gno7 ance and Credalzity. 
Abour this time, as | formerly told your 
Lordſhip, my curioſity drew me tothe 
Houſe, to be a witneſs of ſome of thoſe- 
ſtrange paſſages. Ir had ceas't from its 
pranks of Drumming, and Tuder noiſes be- 
fore 1 came ; but moſt of the more re- 
markable circumſtances before related 
were confirmed to me there by ſeveral of 
the Neighbours together , who had been 
preſent ar them, Ar that time it uſed 


to haunt the Children 3 1 heard it 


ſcratch very loudly and diſtinQly in their 


Bed, behinde che Boulſter, I thruſt in my 


band 
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hand to the place where the noiſe ſcemed 
tobe, upon which 7: withdrew to another 
part of the Bed ; and upon the taking out 
of my hand, it returned as before. I had 
heard of its imitating noiſes,and therefore 
made the trial, by ſcratching certain de- 
terminate times upon the Sheet, as 5. and 
7. and 10, which 1t did alſo, and ſtill Ropr 
at my number. After a while 1t went in- 
co the midſt of che Bed under the Children, 
and there panred like a Dog, very loudly. 
I put my hand upon he place, and felt che 
Bed bear up againlt ir,as it ſomerhing had 
thruſt it up; bur by graſping,could feel no- 
thing but the Feathers : and there was no- 
thing under it, The motion 1t cauſed by 
ehis panting was ſoftrong,that it ſhook the 
Room, and Windows. Ir continued thus 
for more than half an hour , while I ſtay- 


ed, andas long after, 1 was certain there : 


could be no fa4acy nor deceit in theh: pal- 
ſages, which I critically examined 3 and 


I am ſure there was nothing of fear, or | 
imagination in the caſe 3 for I was no. 
more concern d than I am at the Writing \ 


this Relation. 
Bur to proceed with Mr, Mompeſfon's 
own particulars, 
There 


"Ic 


the Childrens Chamber , and the voice, 


crying, A Witch, a Witch , ftorar leaſtan : 


hundred times together, Mr. M, ſeeing 
ata time ſome Wood move that was in 
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There came one morning a light into 


the Chimney, when no one was near, dil- | 


charged a Piſtol into it ; after which they 


found ſeveral drops of Blood on the 


Hearth, and in divers places of the Stairs. | 
There was aſecming calm in the Houle | 
for 2 or 3 nights after the diſcharge of the | 


3 


Piſtcl; bur then ic came again, applying | 


It ſelf to a little childe, newly taken from 


Nurſe ; which Ir ſo perſecuted , rhar It | 
would nor let the poor Infant reſt for two | 


nights together, nor ſuffer a Candle in the 
Room, but would carry them away light- 


ed up the Chimney , or throw them under |! 
the Bed, Ir ſo ſcarcd this Chiltle, by leap- | 


- - _ 


ing upon it, that for ſome hours it could | 


not be recovered our of the fright, Info- | 
much as they were enforced again to re- 
remove the Children out of the Hauſe. | 


The next night after they were gone, ſome- 


thing about midnight came up the Stairs, | 
and knock't at Mr. Mempeſſon's door ; bur | 
he lying Rill, 78 went up another pair of | 
Stairs, to his man's Chamber, to whom 1t | 


I ap- 
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appeared, ſtanding art his Beds foot. The 
exat ſhape and proportion he could nor 
diſcover ; but ſaw a great body, with two 
redand glaring eyes, which for ſome time 
were fixt ſkeddily upon him, and ar length 
diſappeared. | 
Another night Strangers being preſent, 
It purr'd in the Children's Bed like a Cat ; 
and at that time the Cloaths and Children 
were lift up from the Bed, and 6. men 
could not keep them down. Upon this 
they removed them' thence , intending to 
have ript up the Bed, Bur they were no 
ſooner laid in another , bur this ſecond 


Bed was more troubled than the former.. 


It continued thus 4. hours, and (ſo bear the 
Childrens Legs againſt the Beds-Poſts, 
that they were forced to ariſe, and fir up 
all night, * After this it would empty 
Chamber-pors into their Beds, and ſtrew 
them with Aſhes ; and that though they 
were never {0 carctully watch'r, Ir puta 
long piked Iron into Mr. Mompeſſon's Bed, 
and into his Mothers a naked Knife up- 
right, It would fill porrengers with Aſhes, 
throw everything about, and keep a noile 

all day. 
About the beginning of April, 1663. 2 
Gene 
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Gentleman thar lay in the houſe had all his | 
money turn'd black in his Pockets, And | 
Mr, Mempefſon, one morning coming into | 
his Stable, tonnd the Horſe he was wont 
to ride, on the ground, withone of his | 
hinder Legs in his mouth , and ſo faftned 
there, that *rwas difficult work for ſeveral | 
men, with a Leaver, to get it out, Atcer : 
this there were ſome other remarkable | 
things ; but my account gocs no farther : | 
Only Mr. Momp:ſſon uy) | me , that after- | 
wards the houſe was ſeveral nights beſer |. 
with 7, or 8. in the ſhape of men, who 
as ſoon asa Gun was diſcharged , would | 
ſhuffle away together into an Arbour, 


THE DRUMMER was trycd at the | 


Aſize at Salibury , for ſome petty Fello- | 


nies he had commirted ; and there theſe 
paſſages alſo were produc'd , andurg'd. 
He was condemn'd to the 1ſlands , and 
was accordingly ſent away : but I know | 
not how, made a ſhift rocome backagain. | 
And 'tis obſervable , that during all che 
time of his reſtraint, and abſence , the 
Houſe was in quiet 3 but as ſoon as ever 
he came back, the diſturbance alſo return- 


ed. He had been a Souldier under CROM- | + 


WEL, and uſed to talk much of gallant 
| | I 2 Books | 
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Books. he had of an odde Fellow's, who 
was counted a Wizard, And upon this 
occalion I'le mention to your Lordthip a 
paſſage, which had not from Mr, Mem- 
peſſon 3 bur yet is not irrelative. 

A Gentleman, who was with me at the 
Houſe, being in company with one who 
practiſerh Phyſick , and pretends to ſtrange 
matters, was telling the DoRor this Rela- 
ztiow : The Phyſician told him, he was {ure 
'ewas nothing but a Rendezvous of 
Witches , and that for an hundred pounds 
he would undertake ro clear the houſe 
from all diſturbance. In conſequence of 
which diſcourſe he ralk'd many high 
things 3 and having got my friend alone in 
another Room apart from the company, 
ſaid , he would ſhew him he could do 
{ſomething more than ordinary , and askt 
him who he deſired ro ſee, The Gentle- 
man had no great confidence in his ralk,bur 
yet he preſſing that he would name ſome 
one, ſaid, He deſired to fee no one {o 
much as his Wife, Upon this the DoRor 
cook up a Glaſs that was in the room, and 
ſettins it down again, bid him look in it, 
which he did ; and profeſſcth that he {aw 

the perfect Image of his Wife : wy i5 
the 
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the more ſtrange , in that this perſon was 


an abſolute ſtranger to her, This my Lord, : 
my friend averr'd to mee for a certainty ; | 
and he i5 one tn whoſe word I can repole, | 


being a man very ſober, and intelligent. 


| underſtand (ince , that this Door hath 


the name of a very odde perſon among his | 


Neighbours 5 and not only among the 
credulous, and calic vulgar, but even a- 
mong thoſe of more ſenſe and judgment. 


THUS MY LORD, Thave given 


your Honour the ſumme of the Relation, 
which I extracted from Mr, Mompeſſon's 


own Letters. The ſame particulars alſo | 


he! writ to the Door of the Chair in | 


Oxford, Heis a Gentleman of whoſe we- 


racity in this accoufit I know not the lealt | 
eround of fuſpicion,he being neither vaiy, | 


o 


nor credulous ; but a diſcreet , ſagacious, | 
and manly perſon. You know, my Lord, | 
the credit of 22atters of fafF depends much | 


ppon the conſideration of the Relators ; 


and if They caynot be deceived themſclves, : 
nor ſuppoſed any wayes intereſſed4to im- ! 
poſe upon others , we may, and we ought | 
to acquieſce in rheir repsrts: For upon | 


theſe circumſtances all humane Faith 45 | 


frounded, and matter of Faf# is not ca- 


I 3 pable 
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pable of any proof beſides , but that of | 
— ammediate ſenſible Evidence, Now this 
Gentleman cannot be thought #gnorant 
himſelf of the Trath, and certainty of 
what he relates , it having been done in 
his Family , and himſelf a Witneſs , and 
that not of a little circumſtance , or two, 
but of a hundred ; not for once, or twice 
only, but for the ſpace of ſome years du- 
ring which time he was a concerned, and 
* inquiſitive obſerver, So that it cannot with | w 
any ſhew of reaſon be ſuppoſed that any 
of his Servants abuſed him, fince in all I Z 
that time he muſt needs have detected the | Pe 
deceit : and what intereſt could any of his I nc 
Family have had (if it had been poſhible to Þ th 
have managed it without diſcovery ) to | fe 
continue ſo lang , ſo ironbleſome , and | th: 
injurious 2 fallacy, Nor can it with any mi 
thing of more probability be imagined, | be 
that his own melancholly deluded him; | for 
ſince (beſides that,he is no craſie or imagt. 
native perſon) that humour could nat his 
have been ſo laſting and pertinaciows : of Þ pec 
if irwereſo in him , can we thinkhe in-J he 
feed his whole Family , and thoſe Multi-f of 
titudes of his Neighbours and Others, thatÞ he | 
think themſelves as well aflurcd of thoſefpro 
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' ations, of which they were Witneſſes, | | 


a5 himſelf > Theſc are wilde Suppoſals, and | 
not like to tempt any but thoſe whoſe: 
Wills are their Reaſons, The main Relator | 
then knew himſelf, whether what he ſaid | 
was True, and whether thoſe things which | 
were ated in his Houſe were Fuggles, and | 
contrived Impeftures, or extraordinary re- | 
alities, Andit fo, What Intereſt could | 
he ſerve in maintaining ſuch a cheat, if ir ! 
were one, and he knew itto be fo ? 

He ſuffered by it in his Name, in his 
Eftate, in his Affairs, and inthe oeneral| 
Pea'e of his Family, Thoſe that believ' 
not any thing of Spirits, or Witchcraft in 
thoſe Tranſa iftions, (which were not a 
few) took him for an /zpoſtor, Thoſe 
that did, many of them judg'd the per- 
I, of ſuch an extraordinary evil, to 

be the Ju1/gment of God upon him , for 
ſome notorious impiety, Thus his Name! 
was continua'ly expoſed to Cenſare, and! 
his Fare ſuffered by the concourſe of 
people from all parts to his houſe , whom. 
he could nor diſmiſs without the Ctvility| 


Hof an Entertainment. And beſides this, } 


he was hindered, and diverted from the 
proſecution of his Afﬀairs, and he could 


I 4 hardly 
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”- hardlyget , or retain any in his Service, 
To which, it 1 adde the continual hurry 
that his Family was in 5 the affrigbrr, 
wvexations, and toſſings up and down of 
his Children, and the Watchings and Di. 
ſturbance of his whole Houſe 5 in all 
which himſclt muſt needs be the moſ 
concerned perſon, I ſay, tbe putting to- 
gether of theſe Circumſtances will be 
evidence enough, that he could have no 
intercſt in deſigning to put a cheat upon 
the world , in which he would moſt of 
all have injured, and abuſed himſelf. Or, 
if he ſhould have deſigned and managed 
{o incredible, ſo unprefitable an Impoſture, 
'tis {tkrange he ſhould trouble himſelf fo 
long in aQuuating an abuſive Artifice, only 
to deceive, and to be talk't of, And 'tis 
yct more {o, thatnone of thoſe numerous 
inguiſuive perſons, that came thither pur- 
poſely to Cr:ticiſe, and examine the truth 
of thole matrers, could make any Diſco- 

+ weries, Eſpecially fince many came pre- 
judiced againſt the belief of ſuch things in 
zeneral, and others reſolved before hand 
againſt the belict of th# 5 and all were 
permitted all poſſible freedom of ſearch 
and inquiry : And after things were 

| weighed 
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weighed and examined, ſeveral that were 
prejudicated enough before , went away 
ſtrongly convicted. To which I adde, 
Thar there are divers particulars in the 
Story, in which no abuſe or deceit could 
have been praiſed ; as the motion of 
Boards and Chairs of themſelves, the beat- 
ing of a Drum in the midſt of a Rooms, and 
in the Air, when nothing wasgo be ſeen ; 
the heat that fill'd a whole Room without 
Fire in exceſſive cold Weather : !/The 
Scratching and Panting where nothing or- 
dinary Gould be ſuſpected for the cauſe ; 


and ſeveral others ſuch like : All which 


have numbers-of ſober and unintereſſed 
perſons to atteſt them, 

'TIS true my Lord, that when the Gen- 
tlemen the King ſent were there,the Houſe 
was quiet , and nothing heard, or ſeen 
that night. And this was confidently ,| and 
with 171umph reported by many as ant evi- 
dence of the wntruth of the Srory. |; But 
certainly 'twas bur poor Logick to conclude 
in matters of Fatt from a ſingle Negative, 
and ſuch a one againſt pumerous Afﬀirma- 
tives ; and to inferr that a thing was never 
done, becauſe omitted art ſuch aſcaſon ; 
and that 9 body ever ſaw, what this man, 
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or that did not. Bythe ſame rule of con- 
ſequence may ſay, that there were ne- 
ver any Robbers upon Salisbury Plains, be- 
cauſe I have often travelled over them,and 
never met any of thoſe ſorts of Violence 
and the French-man interred well, thar 
ſaid, There was no Sun in Enzland, becauſe 
he was 6 Weeks here , and never (aw it. 
This my Lord, is the comTon Argument 
of thoſe that deny the being of Appariti- 
ons ; They havetravel'd all times of the 
night, and never ſaw any thing worſe than 
themſelves ; ; and it may be lo: Therefore 
Spirits and A\ pparitions are Bygs and Im- 
poſtures, Bur why do noeſuch Arguers 
conclude,that there was never a Purſe 
on Ludzatc-ill, becauſe they have paſt 
that way a hundred times, and were ne- 
ver met with by anyof thoſe nimble pra- 
#irioners, Certainly, he that denyes Ap- 
paritions upon the co: nfidence of this Ne- 
gative , againlt the vaſt heap of poſtrive 
Aſſurances , is credulows , if he believe 
there was ever any Hizh-way-man in the 
world , it he himſelf 'was never rob'd. 
And the Tryals of Afrſes, and Atteſt ati- 
0x5 of thoſe _ have , if he will be jult, 
ought to move his aſſent no more in this 
calc, 
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ca(e, than in that of Witches and Appari- 
tions which have the very ſame evidence. 
But for the particular of the quiet of Mr, 
Mompeſſon's Houſe , while the Conrriers 
werethere, it may be remembred, [and 
conſidered, that the Diſturbances were nor 
alwayes conſtant , bur interrupted by in- 
terwvals of Ceſſation, ſometimes for | 
ral dayes, and ſometimes for wecks, as 
is mention'd in the Relation ; ſome paſla- 
ges of which,that record thoſe Cefſations, 
were I am ſure written in Mr, Mompeſſon's 
Letters, before thole Gentlemen had been 
at Traworth, So that its omitting at thar 
time *ris like was mecrly accidental; or 
poſſibly the malicious Spirit was not| wil- 
ling to give ſo publick a teſtimony of Its 
being, and troubleſome incurſions , for the 
convincing thoſe , he had rather ſhould 
continue in the 4isbelirf of his exiſtence: 
bur however ir were , this circumſtance 
will afford bur a very lender inference a- 
gainſtthe credit of the Story , except a-. 
mong thoſe who are willing ro take any 
thing for an Argument againſt things they 
have an intereſt not to acknowledge.There 
are other exceptions made againſt the 
Truth of this Relation, and Dr, #, _ 
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fent me an account of ſome particulars 
that were objetFed at Cambridze, to which 
I have an{wered in a Letter tohim , and 
have ſent it your Lordſhip in company 
with rhis, 

THUS , my Lord, I have given your 
Honour the ſum of this Aﬀair ; and [ 
have taken notice of, and recorded the 
particulars of the R-lation , not to ſatis- 
fie curioſity, or feed the humour that de- 
lighrs in wonders, which are but mean da- 
{t9ns, and unbecoming one that pretends 
to any thing that is generozs. Bur I con- 


{1der it as a great evidence againſt Saddy-' 


ciſm , the Diſeaſe of our Age. And 
though thoſe paſſages arc nor ſo dreadful, 
tragical, and amazing , as there are ſome 
related in Stories of this kinde 3 yet are 
they never the leſs probable , or true, for 
being leſs prodigious, and aftoniſhing, And 
they are ſtrange enough to prove them- 
felvesthe effetts of ſome inviſible extra: 
ordinary Agent, andto demonſtrate, that 
there are SPIRITS that ſometimes ſen- 
ſibly intermeddle in our Aﬀairs. And 1 
tink they do -it with as many clear cir- 
cumſtances of evidence as any thing rhar 1s 
extant, For theſe things were not done 
long 
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lopg azo, or at fr diſtance, in an Izno- 
rant Ave, or among a barbarow people ; 
they were not [cen only by 2 er 3 of the 
melancholick, and Superſtitions , and re- 
ported by thoſe that made them {erve the 
advantage, and intereſt of a Fad#ion. 
They were not the paſſages of a day, or 
night , nor the vaniſhing glances of an 
Apparition, Butthole circumſtances were 
near, and late, publick, frequent , and of 
years continuance ; Witnefled by malti- 
tudes of competent, and unbiaſt Arteſtors, 
and afted in a ſearching and incredylous 
Age ; Arguments enough for the convi- 
ion of a modeſt, and capable reaſon! 
This Relation, my Lord, you-pertecive 
proves the being of SPIRITS and} AP- 
PARITIONS, but not {o dire&ly that of 
WITCHES and Diabolick Contratts; and 
therefore, while I am about it, I ſhall/adde 
the other NAZRATIFE which I pro- 
miſed your Honour , and which I tecei- 
ved from the Fuftice of Peace, whotook 
the Examination upon 0ath: 'Tis the {ſame 
Gentleman ro whom I dire&ed my] Ler- 
ter about WITCHCRAFT, and a| very 
judicions » ſearching , and ſagacious PCr- 
ſon, He was pleated to vive me his own 


Copy 
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Copy. of the Examination; the ſum of 
which is in the following Relation, 


N SUNDAY, 15. of Nov. 1657. 
about three of the Clock in the af- 
rernoon , Rich, Fones, then a ſprightly 
youth, abour 12, ycars old, Son of Henry 
Fones of Shepton Mallet , in this County 
of Somerſet , being in his Fathers Houle 


alone, and perceiving one looking in ar 
the Window, went to the door , where 
one Farxe Broiks of the lame Town (bur 
then by »«me unknown to this Boy) came 
ro him, She deſired himto give her a piece 
of cloſe Bread, and gave- him an Apple. 
Atrer which ſhe alſo ſtroked him down on 
the right fide , ſhook him by the hand, 
and fo bid him good nighr, The Youth 
returned into the houſe , where he had 
been lett well when his Father , and one 
Gibſon went jfrom him : bur ar their re- 
turn, which was within an hour, or there- 
abour. they found him ill, and complain- 
ing of his right fide, in which the pain 
continued the moſt part of that night: 
and on Monday following in the evening, 
the Boy roaſted the Apple he had of Fare 


Brooks, aud having eaten about half of 
it, 
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it, was extrcamly ill, and ſumectimes 
ſpeechleſs 3 bur being recovered, he told 
his Father, thir a Woman of the Town 
on the Sunday before , had given him tha: 
Apple, and that ſhe ſtroked him on the 
fide; asabove. He {aid he knew not her 
Name, bur ſhould her perſon , it he ſaw 
her. Vpon this Fones was adviſed to in- 
vite the VVomen of Shepton to cone to 
his houſe, upon the occaſion of his Son's 
illncſs ; and the Child told him , that in 
cale the Woman ſhould come in, when 
he was in his Fir, it he were not aVle to 
ſpeak. he would give him an intimation 
by a Jogg , and defired that his Father 
would then lead him through the Room; 
for he {aid he would put his hand upon 
her, if ſhe were thzre, After this he\con- 
tinuing very ill, many Women came daily 
to ſeehim : And Faxe Brooks the Sunday 
after, came in with two of her Siſters, 
when ſeveral other Women ofthe Neigh- 
bourhocd were there. 
Upon her coming in, the Boy was taken 
ſo ##, that for ſome time he could not ſee, 
nor ſpe«k; bur having recovered his fight, 
he gave his Father that Items, and hg lead 
him about the Room, The Boy drew to- 
wards 


! 
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wards v8 Brooks, who was behinde her 
two Sifters, among the other Women,and 
put his hand upon her ; which his Father 
perceiving , immediately [cr4tch2th her 
her Face, and drew blood from her. The 
Youth then preſently cryed our that he 
was well, and ſo he continued 7. or 8, 
dayes. But then meeting with Alzce Co- 
ward, ſiſter ro Fane Brooks ,* who paſſing 
by, ſaid rohim | How do you my Honey ?] 
he preſently fell ill again, And after hat, 
the ſaid Coward, and Brooks often appear- 
edto him : The Boy would deſcribe the 
Cloath's and Yabit they were in ar the 
time,exaQly, as the Conſtable, and others, 
have found upon repairing to them ; 
though Brooks's houſe was at a good di- 
ſtatice from Foxecs's. This they often try- 
ed, and alwayes found the Boy right in 
his Deſcriptions, 

On a certain Sunday about Noon , the 
Childe being in a Room with his Father, 
and one Gibſon, and in his Fzt, He on the 
ſudden called out, that he ſaw Fane Brooks 
on the Wall, and pointed to the place, 
where immediately Gibſon ſtruck wirh a 
Knife ; upon which the Boy cryed out, 
[0 Father, C:7, Gibſon hath cur Jane 

Brooks 
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Brooks's hand, and "tis Bloody, | The Fa- 
ther, and Gibſon immediately repaired 
tothe Conſtable, a diſcreer perſon , and 
acquainting him with what had paſt , de- 
firca him to go with them to Fane Brooks 
Houſe , which he did. They found her 
fitting in her Roonr on a ſtool with one 
hand over the other, The Conſtable ask'd 
her how ſhe did 2 ſhe anſwered, not wel, 
He ask'd again , why ſhe fate with one 
hand over the other ? ſhe replyed , She 
was wont to do ſo, He enquired if any 
thing were amiſs with her hand > her an- 
ſwer was, /t was well enough, The Con- 


ſtable defired he might {ce the hand that 
was under ; which the being unwilling 
to ſhew him, he drew it out, and found 
it bloody , according to what the Boy had 
ſaid, Being ask' chow itcame ſo, ſhe ſaid, 
'Twas ſcratched with a great Pin, 

Onthe $. of December, 1657. the Boy, 
Fane Brooks, and Alice Coward, appeared 
at Caſtle Cary, before the Fuſtices , Mr. 
Hant, and Mr. Cary, The Boy having 
begun to give his Teſtimony upon the com- 
ing in of the two Women, and their 
looking on him, wasinſtantly taken ſpeech- | 
leſs, and ſo remained till the Women 
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were removed out of the Room, and then 
ina ſhort time, upon examination, he gave 
a full relation of the mentioned parti- 
culars, 

Onthe 11, of Fanuary following, the 
Boy was again examined by the ſame Fu- 
ſlices at Shepton Mallet,and upon the fight 
of Fane Brooks was again taken ſpeechleſs, 
but was nt ſo afterwards, when Alice 
Coward came into the roomto him, 

On the next appearance at Sheptos, 
which was on the 17, of February , there 
were preſent many Gentlemen , Miniſters, 
andothers : The Boy fell into his Ft up- 
on the light of Fane Brooks, and lay ina 
man's Arms like a dead perſon : the We- 
man was then willed to lay her hand on 
him , which ſhe 4/4, and he thereupon 
ſtarted, and ſprang out in a very ſtrange 
and unuſual manner. One of the Juſtices 
to prevent all poſhbilities of Legerdemain, 
cauſed Gibſon, and the reſt to ſtand of 
from the Boy, and then that Fuſtice him- 
ſelf held him The youth being blinde- 
folded , the Juſtice call'd as if Brooks 
ſhould rouch him, but winked to orhers 
to doit, which two or three ſucceſſively 


did ; but the Boy appeared not concern d. 
The 
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The Fuftice then call'd onthe Father to 
take him , bur had privately before deſi- 
red one Mr, Geeffery Strode to bring Fane 
Brooks to touch him, at ſuch time, as| he 
ſhould call for his Father ; which was 
done, and the'Boy immediately ſprang out 
after a very odde and violent taſhion, He 
was after touched by ſeveral perſons , and 
moved not; but Fane Brooks being again 
cauſedtro put her hand upon him, he ſtar- 
ted and ſprang our twice or thrice, as 'be- 
fore, All this while he remained in (his 
Fir, and ſome time after ; and being 
then laid, on a Bed inthe ſame Room, the 
people preſent could not for a long time 
bow cithcr of his Arms, or Legs, 

| Between the mentioned 15, of Npv, 
and the 11, of Fan, the two Women ap- 
peared often to the Boy, their Hanas cold, 
their Eyes ſtaring , and their Zips, and 
Cheeks looking pale, In this manner On a 
Thurſday about noon, the Boy being new- 
ly laid into his Bed, Fame Brooks , and 
Alice Coward appeared to him , and told 
him , that what they had begun , they 
could not perform. Butif he would ſay 
no more of ir,they would give him woney, 
and fo put a wo-pence into his Pocket, At- 
Rk 2 cer 
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ter which they took him out of his Bed, 
laid him on the ground, and vaniſhed ; 
and the Boy was found by thoſe that came 
next intothe Room lying on the floor , as 
if he had been dead. The rwo-pence was 
ſeen by many, and when it was put into 
the Fire, and hot , the Boy would fall ill ; 
but as ſoon as it was taken out , and cold, 


he would be again as well as before, This- 


was ſcen and obſerved by a Miniſter, a 
diſcreet perſon, when the Boy was inone 
Room, and the two-pence ( without his 
knowledge) pur into the Fire in another : 
and this was divers times tryed in the pre- 
ſence of ſeveral perſons. | 

Between the 8, of Decemb. and the 
17.0f Feb, in the year mention d , divers 
perſons at ſundry times heard in the Boy 
a noiſc like the creaking of a Toad, and a 
voice within him, ſaying , Fane Brooks, 
Alice Coward , twelve times in near a 
quarter of an hour. At the ſame time 
ſome held a Candle beforc the Boyes 
face, and carneſtly looked on him, but 
cou!d not fterccive the leaſt motion of his 
Ton2ue, Teeth, or Lips, while the voice 
was heard, 

On the 25, of Feb, between two and 
three 
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three in the afternoon, the Boy being [at 
the Houſe of Richard Iſl's in Shepton 
Mallet , went out of the Room into the 
Garden Iles his Wite followed him, ahd 
was within tw o yards when ſhe ſaw 'bim 
riſe up from the ground before her , and 
ſo mounted higher and higher, till be paſ- 
ſedin the Air overthe Garden Wall, ahd 
was carried {o above ground more then 
300, yards, falling ar lalt arone fordan's 
coor at Shepten, where he was tound as 
dead for a time. tut coming to himldlt, 
told Fordan that Fane Brooks had taken 
him up by the Arme out of J{es his 
Garden, and carried him in the Air , jas 
is related. 

The Boy at ſeveral other times was 
Zone on the ſuddain, andupon ſearch at- 
crhim, found in another room as dead; 
and at ſometimes {{ranzely hanging aboke 
ground, b15 hands being flat againſt a 
Treat Beam in the rop of the room , abd 
all his body ewo or three foor from 
ground, There he hath hung a quarter of 
an hour together ; and being atrerwards 
come to himſclf, he told thoſe that fouhd 
him, that Fane Brooks had carried himito 
that place, and held him there, Nine 
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porpte at a time (aw the Boy ſo ſtrangely || and 
anging by the Beam, wh 

From the 15. of Nov. to the 10. of | Li: 
March following , he was by reaſon of | orc 
his Fizs much waſted in his body, and un- | tbe, 
ſpirited; but after that time, being the | no 
day the two VVomen were ſent ro Goal, | be ; 
he had no more of thoſe Fits. * |} La 

Fane Brooks was condemned , and ex- | not 
ecuted at Charde Afiiſes, March 26,1658, | and 


THIS, MY LORD, is the ſumof Mr, | cl 
Hunts NARRATIVE, which concludes | het 
with both the Juſtices atteſtation, thus, | ſw: 

The aforeſaid paſſages were ſome of | 1it/. 
them ſeen by us , and the reſt , and ſome | pro 
other remarkable ones not here ſet down, | Suc 
were, upon the examination of ſeveral I prg 
credible witnefſes,taken upon Oath before | the: 
us, Subſcribed, Xob. Hunt, John Cary. | ho\ 

THIS, Trhink, my Lord , is goodevi- | tai] 
dence of the being of Witches and it | ti 
the Sadduce be nor (atished with it , 1] his 
would fain know , what kinde of prof | find 
| he would expe&t > Here are the zeftimo-] Ce 
»y of ſence, the Oaths of ſeveral credible} Rot 
Atteſtors, the nice and deliberate ſcruten) 
of quick-ſighted and judicious Lu 
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ly | and the judgment of an Afize upon the 

whole, And now the ſecurity of all our 
ff | Lives and Fortunes depends upon no 
f | greater circumſtances of evidence then 
- | theſe, It ſuch proof may not be credited, 
e | no Fad can be proved, no wickedneſs can 
I, | be puniſh'd, no right can be determined, 
Law is at an end , and blinde Fuſtice can- 
= | not tell where to ſtrike, All men are lyars, 
and the Long Sword muſt (crtle properties, 
and reſolve all doubts of Truth , and 
r, | Claim, Theſe large morſels, my Lord, 
5 | he that denies ſuch evidences of fac? muſt 
ſwallow, andthen lerhim tell me by whar 
tf | title he holds any thing he pofleſſerth? How 
& | proves he his Relation , and conſequently 
1, | Succeſſion to the rights of his: preſumed 
al j progenirors 7 and 'tis no great marter whe- 
© | ther he can or no, fince when that is done, 
| | how will it appear, that his Bonds, En- 
- | tails, and Leaſes are not Forgeries , and 
it | tricks of Couſenage? And how will he clear 
I} bis own Bargains and Tranſactions of bu- 
f | fineſs from being Dreams and 1lluſions? 
- | Certainly , he that runs upon all theſe 
e } Rocks, and layes the train of ſo many dan- 
| gerons abſurdities, hath ſome mighty winde 
; | that drives him , and ſome huge neceſſity 
d K 4 for 
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for hisconcluſion, andnothing elſe can ju- 
ſtifie his aſſertion , That thoſe things of 
Witches are not srue;;, bur:this other, That 
they are impoſſible 5 and when he hath done 
that, Vie uſe his arguments to prove all 
the worldis a great inchanted Houſe, and 
Nature a grand Impoſtnre, viz. that really 
there are no ſuchrthings as are repreſented 
to our gull dand abuſed ſences, bur that 
all are meer preſt:gious ſhews, and phanta- 
ſtical 1424s, 1 ſay, my Lord, Ile prove 
thi by the ſame method of arguing that 
concludes againſt the poſſibiliry of the 
actionsof Witchcraft, which 1 know can 
proceed but to this inference , That the 
mode of thoſe performances is not perceived; 
from whence, if it be juſt to infer , that 
the things are not; T'le ſet up for a Sce- 
prick, and uſc the argument againit all the 
objefts of my [ences ; which | have el(e- 
where ſaid, and proved to be really as «- 
conceiveable and wnaccountable as the ob- 
ftruſeſt matters of Magick andF aſcinarions. 

But,my Lord, my Pen runs out to your 
Lordſhips trouble ; I recal it , and muſt 
permit it to adde no more, bur that am, 

CHMy Lord, 
Your Lordſhips moſt obliged 
Humble Scruant, 
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- Fs To the Reverend and Learned 
| Dr, HENRY MoſRE, 
: About the 


| Drummer 
 TEDWORTH. 


it Honoured Sir, 

f- He ſcrupulous care you take} in ex- 
* amining che Story of the Diffur- 
_ bance at TEDWORTH, is no mote then 
4 becomes a Philoſopher , and one that is 
b. not willing ro be deceived. And without 
as ſuch a cautious , and particular enquiry, 
Ir you could not anſwer the mwrmures, and 
fi petty evalions of wilful Unbelievers. 
Thoſe objefions you pickt up at Cam- 


bridge, have the ill fortune to milcarry in 


almoſt every circumſtance and are oo 
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likelihood of being belicved, bur at a great 
diſtance, Some of them, I could have an- 
ſweredupon mine own knowledge z and 
concerning the reſt, I have made a fri 
inquiry of Mr. Mompeſſon himlclf, and 
others, when [ was lait in thoſe parts 

_ andupon certain information , I give you 
this account, 

To the (1.) thatſaith, The Houſe is ren- 
ted, and that this is a device to beat down 
che value of it, 1 anſwer from hi mouth, 
That the Honſe is his own ; and lothe 
foundation of this ſhift is overturned, -The 
ſecond of thoſe that ſay, It s a rick to get 
money from thoſe that come to ſee the Pro- 
digy, hath as little 574th, bur much more 
malice in the firſt tontrivers than the for- 
mer. For this Gentleman bcing a perſon 
of Eſtate, I'me confident ſcorns ſo baſe, 
and ſo beggerly a policy z and is fo far 
from making any advantage by the Diſtur- 
bance, that it hath done him very matert- 
al prejudice in his Fortunes , and Aﬀairs, 
And thoſe ſtrangers that come to ſee the 
Prodigy , uſe to leave nothing behinde 
them, except thanks for rhe Croility of 
-.cheir Entertainments, "Tis true (2, ) as 
others ſay, that the Houſe is boarded with- 

_ ont, 
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out, at leaſt a great partof ir: But'there 
are no Cellars (as the objeion adds) 
ſave only under the Parlour 3 and the Di- 
ſturbance was moſt in other rooms, And 
whereas {4) 'tis objected , thar 4 Xnighs 
that effer'd to 28 down, could not be per- 
mitted, *Tis anſwer'd me, that the Gen- 
tleman might have gone down', had he 
pleas'd ; and his Servant did , who \imade 
acaretul ſearch, but could finde nothing 
that might be a cauſe of the noiſe, which 
he affirmed to be above 3 and that it pro- 
ceeded not from the Cellar, And todiſable 
what other 0bjefors ſay, viz. (5), That 
there was no Dramming in the midſt of any 
Room, but only a ſtriking on the Boards as 
it were with a Hammer , in acorner, of the 
outſides of the Houſe : 1 ſay, to null this 
pretence, Mr. Mompeſſon and others afſu- 
red me, that the noiſe was oft in the midſt 
of the Room ,, and oft overhead ; and he 
{aith that there is ſcarce a Man , or Chile, 
inthe Village, bur hath heard, and can 
witneſs it, And after the firſt moneth it 
was almoſt alwayes within, Thus Sir, to 
the ObjetFions of others which you have 
 — obrogyy to your own 244ries | make 
this return, | 


Where- 
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Whercas you inquire (1.) What part 
of the Chilarens Bed did ihe Demon beat, 
and what noiſe did it make ? "Tis anſwer- 
ed, that it bear againſt che Head and Poſts 
of the Ped, and that when hands were 
laid on cach ſide of them, at thole times 
they would ſhake as it the 2y would fall in 
Picccs z but nothing cl{e could be percet- 
ved, or felr. The noiſe was like to that of 
ſtriking with a Hammer. And then (2.) 
To that, whether the Drummers Drum was 
ever locked on while it beat ;, or was it only 
inthe Dark f Tl am aſlurcd,that iz was ſeen 
whilc the noiſc was made upon it, both by 
the light of Fire. and Candte. (3) Torhe 
Query, What were the Boaras that moved, 
by what light was their _—_— ſeen, and by 
whom ? Mr, Mompeſſon anſwers , They 
were {cen move forwards, and bucket 
10 the light of clear Cay , before the Sun 
was (er, and by a whole houſe fullof peo- 
ple. And whereas (4.) yow- ack , In what 
clearneſs of lizht were the Chairs ſeen walk 
about , and by what Witneſſes * e Tn an- 
ſwered, That they were fecn to do fo by 
Candle-Jighr, an; dby divers perſons. 

Asto what I was a witneſs of my (elf, 
Ladde theſe circumſtances for the ſatisfa- 
tion 
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ion of your Quzries, The Children 
were in Bed, when the Scratching! and 
panting was z but I am ſure did not contri- 
bure to thoſe noiſes, I ſaw their hands a- 
bove the Cloathes, during the Scraping, 
and fſcarched the place whence the noiſe 
came : To which 1 might adde, That they 
were little, harmleſs, modelt Girles, that 
could not well have been {ſuſpected guilty 
of the confidence of {uch a juggle, hadir 
been poſſible they could have acted jn it. 
For the panting, | am certain tnere was no 
doz in the Bed ; for I grafpt it with my 
hand, and felt it in all parts , eſpecially 
there where the original motion was, The 
Bed allo was ſearch #nder, but no: Dozy 
nor any creature elſe could be found there. 
The Floor ] ſaid ſhook with the panting 
ſenſibly, and yet it was as ftrong and ſub- 
ſtantial an one, as ordinarily is ſeen; Bur 
the Children indeed did not ſeem to be 
much copcrrn'd, having been us'd tojphoſe, 
and ruder noiſes,and there was compqny in 
the room to aſſure them, 


THUS, Sir , I have briefly anſwer'd 
others O B JECTIONS, and your 
QUERIES, And becauſe I have an hu- 

mour 
el 


] 
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mour to fay little more , I'le conſider 
(what you know as well as any man alive) 
the Reaſons men are {o apt to cavil at this 
kinde of Rclatrons, andare rather willing 
to believe any thing than the truth of ſuch 
a Narrative, They are chiefly, I think, 
an affeiF2d humour of Drollery , and Scof- 
fing, anda worſ: cauſe, ATHESM, 

FOR the Firſt, the Subje& of Witches, 
and Apparitions 1S an apt , and ample oc- 
caſion, And the cheats of Impeſtors , the 
conceits of Melancholly, the credulity of 
1g1074a7ce 5 the tricks of Wazgery, the 
more ſo/ermn vanities of Superſtition, and 
the talrs of old Women ; theſe are excel- 
lent ropecks for a frolick and wanton fancy, 
And the devire the Haumeuriſt hath tobe 
ſome body , and to have a name above 
thoſe of common apprehenſion , will be 
ſure to actuatethe ſceffing vein z in the ex- 
erciſe of which, if he have quibled luckily, 
and wade folks laugh, he is encouraged 
to take all (uch occaſions to prove him- 
ſeit a WIT, and to ſhew he had a pretty 
way tO plty tne Fool, And when he hath 
wanton'd a while, and trolickly toy'd in 
his affetcd merriments, his reaſon becomes 
an obedicnt ſervant to his fancy, He = 

1M- 
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himſelf believe, by thoſe arguments, thas 
at firſt were intended only to make him 
laugh, and-in the end, concludes in ear= 
neſt, that there is neither Witch , nor Ap« 
parition: and 'tis well it he ſtop|there, 
Now theſe, Sir , arethe WITS (it we 
will belicve them) and their admirers rake 
every jeſt for an argument , and'a loud 
laugh upon an idle tale of a Devil, or a 
Witch, for a demonſtration of the non-ex- 
iſtence of (uch beings. And thus the hbu- 
Four propagates , and SADDUCISM 
isthe Faſhion. Nor is this all , bur by the 
ſame method every thing thart is ſacred, or 
ſeriows hath been expoſed , and bath Go- 
verument, and Religion made the objects 
of idle , and phantaſtick b»ffoonry, And 
muſt we call this VWWIT Sir > I confeſs 
there are few things that urge me t9 more 
#ndignation, than to hear that name which 
deſerves to ſignific better, to be ſo [4njuri- 
ouſly apply'd. Certainly WIT 1s not an 
odde metaphor, or a lucky ſinile, a wilde 
fetch, or unexpetted inference , amimick 
ation, or a pretty knack in telling of a 
tale, But 1t is a faculty toprofound into 
the depth of things, to finde out their Cau- 
ſer, and Kelatives, Conſonances, and Diſ- 
| agree- 
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agreements, and to make fit, sſeful,and un- 
obviow: applications of their reſpeRive Re- 
lations and Dependances; for which great, 
and noble cxerciles of the minde , the 
Droll is the moſt unfit and incompetent 
perſon in the World 3 and thoſe that on 
this account aſlnme the prerogarive of be- 
ing the only WITS, arc of all men the 
moſt incapable of being ſo. For that 2ri- 
vial, and pedling way of Fancy, and Hu- 
monr, to which they are addicted, emaſca- 
lates their mindes , and makes them ſa- 
perficial, flaſhy, and phantaſtical, by im- 
ploying them upon effemancies , and lime 
apiſh fooleries. And by thelc darling en- 
tertainments of a too fondly indulged tfan- 
cy, the minde is made incapable of ſeriozs 
and deep refieftions, which give it the 
nobleſt, and moſt valuable improvements : 
ſo that I have obſerv'd , that the Drofiing 
Humoriſts arc tor the molt part , Femark- 
ably defettive, incloſe ratiocinations , and 
the worſt in the world art inference ; Which 
is no wonder , ſince fancy ts a deſultory, 
and roving faculty, and when 'tis not un- 
der the condadt of a ſevere judzment , not 
able to keep ir ſelf to a ſteady , and reſol- 
ved attention 3 much le(s, ro make cohe- 

rent 
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herent chains of rational Dedu@Gion. So 
that 'tis next to impoſſible for ſuch Wes as 
theſe, to arrive to more than a knack of 
[coffing ar what they underſtand not. And 
they are under almoſt an invincible tem- 
ptation of doing fo, by every thing thar is 
r00 great for their comprehenſion ; for the 
humour that a&ts them is proud ,, and aſ- 
ſoming, and would not have any thing to 
be valu'd, of which ir ſelf is incapable 
and therefore it depreciates all the nobler 
and more gexerows matters which 17 hath 


very great realon ro deſpair of ; and en- 
deavours by a ridiculow.and inſolent ſcorn, 


ro lifr it ſelf above them. And yet this 
preſumed wit which raiſerh them to ſuch an 
elevatien in. their own conceit ,- is but a 
young and boyiſh humour ;, and the very 
firſt eſſayes of Fuvenile Inventions are in' 
 theſeexerciſes of Fancy, which the wata- 
rer ſpirit out-grows, For you know, Sir, 

our as are the firſt powers we extrciſe, / 
and indulge in our greeneſt years : From 

them, by degrees our imaginations grow = 
up, and therr ations , and grarifications 
are the pleaſures. and entertainments of 
yomth ; which is caſte to obſerve inthe lir- 
tle flirts, quibbles, and rricks of Fancy, 
L ; with 


| 
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with which the younger Students in the 
Univerſities are ſo much tickled , and 
tranſported. Bur when age and experi- 
ence ripens the Fadgm'nt (which is the fa- 
culty of ſloweſt growth) we then flight 
this wantonnefs, and roying of cur Fan- 
cies, and apply our ſelves to purſuites that 
are more manly , and concerning, And 


when the Fudement is come to its full ex- 


erciſe, and pitch, and hath overcome, and 
flenc'd the futilities and prejudices of 
imagination; we are then, and not 11! 
then , grown into wanhood. And thoſe 
that never arrive to th# confiſtence, bur 
ſpend their age in fooling with their Fan- 
cies, They are yet children , though they 
have gray hairs, and are (till boyes, though 
paſt their great climadterical, . 

I confeſs, Sir, I am not ſo cynical, and 
ſevere , but thatI allow even to the more 
improved genuiſes their relaxations and 
pleaſant Intervals, And ſage Socrates him- 


felt ſometimes rid the Boges Hobby-Uorſe, | 


Fancy may be permitted its plaiſance, and 
zn-offenſive raileries , (o long as they are 
governed by the rules of vertne, and a 
prudent Fudgment, And no doubt God 
. himſelf allows all our powers,and faculties 


their 
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their z#nocent gratifications,yea,and I ac- 
knowledge a delightful [rettme in the re- 
ſults of a managed and judiciow fancy, 
whileic is employed in expoſing vice, and 
conceited follies, ro deſerved ſcorn, and 
laughter, But when Imagination is \ram- 
pant, looſe, and wwugoverned , when it 
knows no bounds, and obſerves no Deco- 
rums, but ſhoots at Randome, and inſolent- 
ly flies ar all rhings that are avz»ft, and & 
venerable; its ſallies are then vitions, and 
dereſtable exceſſes ; and thoſe that are of 
this humour, are but a fort of fleering Buf- 
foons, that is, a better kinde of Apes , in 
che judgment of the Wiſe , though Wits 
in their Own, | 

Bur Sir, I intimated a greater charge 
- | againſt theſe quibbling debauches, (viz.) 
that rhey are the enemies of GOVERN- 
MENT and RELIGION, and-ſhall 
prove it, with this addition , that | they \ 
are ſo of, all the better ſorts of KNOW- - 
» | LEDGE. | 4 
| For GOVERNMENT you ktiow Sir, 
its *nfluence depends much upon the reve- 
rence its Rulers have from the pegple z 
and while They are men , there 
miſcarriages in publick affairs,and manage- 
L 3 Wents 
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ments of State; Andif all the ſlips, and 
imperfettions, all the miſtakes and faults 
of the ſupreme Miniſters of Rule , bertat- 
tled and aggrevated among the heard, 
The Government will thereby be expoſed 
to the ſcorns of the Rabble, and loſe a 
great part of its force with its reverence, 
nd in th it ſuffers infinitely from the 
drolling _; who blow in the 
ſores , till they have razkled them, with 
their malicious, and poyſonows breath , and 
ſhoot Libels at the Government till they 
have made deep woends in its repatation, 
and Rewerexce, and turned every tongue 
into a weapon of War againſt it, Thus do 
theſe Chams diſcover their Fathers naked- 
neſs, and rejoyce to publiſh the ſhame of 
thoſe, whoſe failures and infirmities, Zoy- 
alty, Prudence, and regard to the publick 

quiet, ſhould oblige them to conceal. 
Nor (2,) is RELIGION more behol- 
dento them. For a minde that uſerh to 
whifle up and down in the Lewities of 
Fancy, will finde a very great indiſpoſition 
to the ſerious.and ſolemn exerciſes of Piety, 
and that will grow into an averſation, 
which will be ſure to prompt the humour- 
3ft to take all occaſions ro expole ## 0 
tnat 
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thathe quickly jeſts at Scripture,and makes 
a mock of fin, playes with eternal flames, 
and ſcoffs at thoſe that fear them, As if the 
ſacred Ora:les were bur a Legend of idle 
Tales ; and ſin but a name coin'd by ancy, 
and vain fears ; as if Hell were but « parn- 
red fire, and the Religions a ſort of thme- 
rows Fools, thatare afraid of Bu2gs,and the 
Imazery of Dreams : and if theſe arenot 
yet the real Articles of their Creed, their 
extravagant Fancies , 2nd wile affetFions 
are like in a ſhort time to encline theſe 
lizht, and impure ſpirits, to make them ſo, 

Arid this fort of Wits are cither Atbeiſts, 
or as great prodigies of Folly, if they are 
not ; fince to believe a God that made, ſees, 
and will judge them ; and to ſcoff at thar 
Tremendous Majeſty before whom their 
Brother-WITS below tremble, to think the 
Scriptures arc the Inſpirations of the God 
of Heaven, the Laws of Souls, and:grand 
Inſtruments of Immortal happineſs., and. 
yet to drol] upon them, and to jeſt withthe 
records of eternity, to believe endleſs Tor- 
ments,and everlaſting Foyes in the ſtare im- 
mediately ſucceeding theſe our ſhort and 
uncertain beings, and yet to ſpore with the 
wrath of God, and to make tricks at eternal 
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terrors, to talk trivially of beatifical enjuy- 
ments,and to make as bold with Heaven,as 
they do with an imaginary Eliſium : Theſe, 
I ſay, are foltes,theſe are degrees of impu- 
dence beyond all azgravation , or poſſibi- 
lities of expreſſion ; and did not (ad expe- 
rience ſhew-them, one would ſcarce be- 
lieve there were ſuch prodigious Monſters 
in nature, And to theſe things I adde, 

(3.) Theſe idle Drol/ifts have an utter 
antipathy to all the braver and more ge- 
nerows kindes of KNOWLEDGE, For 
that they are perfedly indiſpoſed for Phi- 
loſophy, and all deep reſearches, I have ſaid 
ſome things that may ſuffice for proof al- 
ready. And I adde this obſervation to con- 
firm it, That among the numerous Youth 
I have {cen bred ina Great School , and in 
che Univerſity, I have noted, that thoſe of 
them who were mgſt remarkable for wag- 


+ giſbneſs andjeſting, (eldom arrived to any 


great maturities , or capacity for things of 
conſequence, and weight, And indeed fro- 
lickneſs of Fancy , and ſolidity of Fudg- 
ment, require diſpoſitions of brain that are 
very different, and ſuch as ſeldom meet in 
great degrees, but in ſome very few , ex- 
traordinary termpers, But generally I be- 
lieve 
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heve the Dyoll is very unfit for matters of 
5 | ſablimity and ſubſtance : and therefore (as 
; | 1 intimated} indeavours by his ſcoffs and 
#njuries , to make them appear as much 
below his ſerious notice, as they are indeed * 
above his reach : and in this deſign he hath 
many great advantages for his abuſes, For 
the pedantry of Diſputers that make a 
fond claim to &nowledze, the wanityof the 
extravazant {ore of Chymiſts , the fond 
boaſts of ſome bold pretenders to Philoſo- 
phy, and experiment ; the ſtrangeneſs of 
things that ſoberer Inqu1/itors declare pra- 
ficable, bur have nor yet ſucceede#, the 
meanneſs and {ceming contemptibleyeſs of 
many SubjeRs, rhe experimenter is often 
obliged to deal in : Theſe afterd plauſible 
arguments for Drolling Harangves,, and 
thoſe advantages are taken to: make the 
moſt uſeful Theories, and endeavours ap- 
pear ridiculow and vain. And for the in- 
couragement of the phantaſtick, in his #n- 
ſolent humour of injuſtice, and ab»ſe,there 
£54 certain envy in mankinde againſt thoſe 
that atrempr any thing extraordinary, + 
which makes men willing to embrace and 
applaud that which expoſeth what rhem- 
{elves cannot a, nor comprehend ; by 
L 4 reaſon 
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reaſon of which i1/natere in the generali. 
ty,yea,cven of thoſe that pretend to ſome 
thing : This kinde of Wit becomes the 
moſt peſt;lent enemy ro knowledge , and 
its improvements, ſpecially to philoſophick 
wiſdom, For Phileſophy can ſhame , and 
diſable all che reaſozs that can be urged a- 
gainſt it ; but jeſts, and lend lavghter are 
not to be confuted: and yet theſe are of 
more force todegrade athing in the eſteem 
of ſome ſortof Spirits, than the moſt po- 
tent demonftrations : and the miſchiet of 
it 15,that cheſe 2uibblers and Buffoons that 
have ſome lirtle (craps of Learning matcht 
with a great proportion of Cerfidence,have 
commonly the luck to be celebrated a- 
mong the vulgar for men of great parts 
and kyowledge ; and that opinion of them 
gains credit to their inſolencies, and «buſes, 
Bur, Sir , I perceive my zeal againſt 
thoſe pedlars of VVirt hath tranſported me 
to your trouble , 1 therefore make an a- 
bruprt return to my other reaſon men- 
rion'd, of mens disbelict of the being of 
Witches, ani Apparitions, and that is, 
(2.) ATHEISM, the Folly of which 
aciurſed madneſs, you, Sir, have fo fully 
dilcovercd io the world, in your incompa- 
rable 
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rable Works , and {o throughly under- 
Kand the myſteries of that black conſpira- 
c cy againſt heaven , that 'twould be fond 
d for me tothink to ſuggeſt any notion on 
k the Subje&., which you could not reach, 
d 


Bur Sir, I have a Relation about this mat- 
- ter to make you, which I believe you will 


c not be unwilling to hear, And you ſhall 

f have it when I have ſaid ſomething to the 

N purpoſe of the particular I have mention'd, 

- Cencerning which , *tis too ſadly certain 

f that there is a /atens Atheiſm at the root of 

Ts the SADDUCEAN principle : for roo 

t many deny Wr:tches, becauſe they believe 

c there are no Spzritsz and they are {o per- 

- {waded becauſe they own no being in the — 

s world, but matter, and the reſults of mo- + 
tion, and conſequently, can acknowledge 

? nothing of a God. | 

' It hath indeed been a queſtion, whether 

e cis poſhble there ſhould be ſuch a! prod'ey 

- as a ſpeculative Atheiſt in nature 3 and I 

- could wiſh it were ſo {till : Bur alas, our 


f Age and Expcricnce hath ended the Diſ- 
putez and we need not ſearch the dark, 

j and barbarous corners of America,norlcek 
y the Monſter among the wilde Meg of the 
Deſert, we have found him in Times of 
| Light, 
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Light, in a witty and civiliz'd Region,and 
in an Age of the greateſt knowledge and 
improvements : he ſculps not among the 
thickeſt of the Woods, nor ſeeks Caverns 
for concealment, bur braves the Sun, and 
appears in the cleareſt day. Andthe Fool is 
not ſo modeſt as he was in the dayes of the 
Royal Prophet to ſay only in his heart, There 
& no Go4: we know a bolder ſort of Tnfi- 
dels, and I can ſay, Sir, from a particular 
experience, Thar there are, who deny the 
exiſtence of a Deity, I mer withone ſuch 


ſome years ſince in Londen , who conhi- 


dently, and without mincing , denyed 
that there was any ſuch being, and bid me 
proveit. | wondered at the boldneſs , as 
well as the imprety of his ſaying 3 and be- 
cauſe I had a great compaſſion for one in 
ſo deplorable a (tate, I reſolved not to ex- 
aſperate him by paſien , hard words , or 
dawning Sentences, but calmly, and with- 
our ſecming emotion , dilcourſed the bu- 
finc(s with him - 1 granted himall I ſafely 
Or reaſonably could , and all that might 
ſerve my deſign for his conwidtion , be- 
fore we began the cloſe ingagement , that 
{o he might have leſs prejudice againſt 
what was ſaid by one whom he might fee 

not 
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not to be of a narrow, confined judgment z 
and that I might not have the diſadvantage 
of being put upon the impugning of prin- 
ciples which are plauſible by the great 
names, or reaſons of any eminent Philo- 
{ophers, and that were not abſolutely ne- 
ceſlary for the defence of the Propoſttion, 
for which I undertook , ſuch were the 
Platonick Anima Mundi, the eternity, and 
immenfity of the world 5; which Sir, 
though I ſhould not affirm, yet I would nor 
at that time deny, but quictly granted them 
as Hypotheſers ; being willing to permur 
his belicf of theſe, in order to the convin- 
cing and abuling him in his main,and dead- 
ly concluſion, And by. theſe conceſſions 1 
gain'd the advantares I expected 3 for 
hereby he was diſappointed of all'thoſe 
plauſibilities, which I perceived he was 
wont tourge for thoſe DoErines, And I 
ſaw, that when he was preſt with the ne- 
ceſſity of a cauſe of all things, and a Firſt, 
his refuge was that old Epicurean one, of 
an eternal, infinite matter ; Which when 
his #nwary oppoſites would attempt to dif- 
prove by endeavouring todemonſtrate the 
beginning, and Finiteneſs of the world, 
They gave him the opportunity of a co- 

lourable 
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lourable Defence , and diverted from the 
main Theſis, which might be evinced 
though the /mmenſity and Eternity of the 
wniverſe were granted, And ſo they let 
him go from an sſſertie» that is moſt 1wpi- 
015, and abſurd, to another which is tol- 
Jerably accountable, and ſpecious, And the 
Conclufion would be ar laſk , that ſince the 
undertaker could not prove the world was 
not infinite and eternal, he could not make 
it appear, There was a God. By which 
procedure the arguer falls from a Propeſi- 
-1ton Which is the 'moſt demonſtrative one 
in nature , to an other , which cannot be 
cleared but by ſuppoſing the main thing in 
Queſtion, 

But beſides thi ſhift which my concel- 
fion made inſignificant, when my Atheiſt 
was urged with the Order, Harmony, Con- 
111vance, and Wiſdom chat is viſible in the 
Creatures, he would berake him to his 
Anims Mandi ; the exiftence of which, 
when thoſe other Antagoniſts he had dealr 
with would endeavour to overthrow, 
they undertook a thing of harder profuſion, 
than the main concluſion, 

I ſay therefore, Sir, I permitted him to 
aſlume theſe Prin iples, and then provet, 

Thar 


+ PY aw abs. ou gr as -— pgs © A 


Drollery and Atheiſm. 157 
That though the world were immenſe. and 
eternal, yer, That 'ris not poſhible meer 
blinde , unguided matier (ſhould ſhuffle ic 
{clt into ſuch regular, and accurate produ- 
Hons, as we (ceare the reſults of every 
day , without the manudutFion of ſome 
knowing Agent , and Contriver , as you 
bave fully made good in your excellent 
ANTIDOTE. And when he at this turn 
took ſanfnary in an Anima Mnndi, as the 
cauſe of all the art, and exadFneſs in Na- 
ture , I granted him the 6beizg , bur askr 
him, Whether he took it for a ſubſtance, 
that was intelligent, or devoid of reaſon, 
and perception? when he ſcemed to incline 
to this latter, 1 ſhewed him , that ſuch a 
principle as had no ſence , or knowledge, 
lignified no more to his purpoſe, than it he 
had tuck in the Hypotheſis of meer matter, 
and motion. Bur when he allow'd his greae 
Senltobe an intellefFual Being (as heat 
laſt did) and that iz was immenſe and eter- 
nal (as he was forced to do by his aflerti- 
on, that this ſoul wgs diffuſed through the 
whole maſs of his infinite Md eternal 
matter.) 1 ſhewed him, thar in effe& he 
was brought by his own principles to the 
acknowledgment of a GOD , though he 
gaye him another name, _ Thus 
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Thus Sir, I purſued my 1»fdel into all 


his ſtarting holes, and retreats, anddrive 
him from one aſſertion to another, its con- 
tradiftory, and then back again upon the 
firft Theſis , and ſo up and down till at 
length he began to be aſhamed of his ſhuf- 
fling ,, and conteſt that I had ſaid to him 
more then he had heard , and ſome things 
thathe would conſider. He deſired thar I 
would give him the ſubſtance of my dif- 

courſe in writing , which I prepared for 
him, and ſhall perhaps e're long give an 
account of theſe , and other dependent 
matrersto the publick. 

After the heat of our inga2ement was 
over,l was willing to learn by what means 
he came into rhart deſperate Infidelity, and 
underſtood. from him , that he had run 
through the ſeveral ſtages of modern SetFs, 
not ſtopping till he came down to that 
fink ot Folly, and madneſs, Quakeriſm, 
and rhence made a ſtep into prot» 
, which isnogrear leap; for Eaſt and Weſ 
ar long run meer, and arethe ſame, And 
certainly hEthat places his Religion in opi- 
#i0ns,and judgeth # now to lie in the form 
of belief, and then in another z when he 
 comesto conſider the vaſt variety of Setts, 
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the confidence of each in his own reaſon- 
ings, thepretences of all to Scripture, Rea- 
ſon, and Antiquity ; the antipathy they 
bave one againſt another, and the doub:r- 
Julneſs , if) not falſhood , of things , thar 
each of them hold ſacred, and certain : IT 
ſay, he that takes Religion to be an adbe- 
renceto Sets and Opinions, is upon the 
accounts mention'd, when he reflects, in 
mighty danger of being an Atheiſt, And 
except he fix atlaſt upon the few , plaip, 
acknowledg'd ſentials of belief, and good 
life (if he be of an anxious , inquiſitive 
mind, and not obſtinarely reſolv'd in the 
way of his particular Se.) 'Tisa miracle 
if he ends not there ar laſt, for he having 
eſtabliſh 7h&, That Religion conſiſts in 
the way, Or form of ſome party, or other's 
and then having ſucceſſively deſerted thoſe 
Sedts that had moſt of his favour and at- 
{cion z and ſo paſt from one to another, 
through all the ſteps of deſcent , when ar 
length he is fallen our with the /sft , he 
hath nothing elſe ro fly ro but contemps 
of. all Religion, as a meer jurgle and Im>- 
poſture. This Irook to be this Gentleman's 
caſe; and I believe much of the general 


Atheiſm of our daves is to- be aſcribed to 
this Cauſe, Thus 
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This, Sir, Tha. followed the humour 
of - 1mgu itlead me, and expe your ' 
pardon of rhis ramble , upon tht account 
of that liberty which vſes tobe allowedin 
| intercourſes of this nature z and more 
< from that Friendſhip with which you are 
pleaſed to honour, 


SIR, 
Your Aﬀetionate 
Humble Servant, 


]. G. 
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